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Abstract

espite their longstanding practical application in classical exe-
D gesis and renewed contemporary interest, comparative
(tatbiqt) and rapprochement-based (taqribt) exegesis have
been undertheorized. Given that comparison focuses on differ-
ences in interpretive opinions while rapprochement seeks common
ground, a precise analysis is needed to determine their compatibility. Us-
ing a descriptive-analytical method, this study finds that combining the
two approaches is untenable in two scenarios: first, when comparative
exegesis adopts a polemical or sectarian approach; second, when an ex-
tremist rapprochement-based stance leads to silence on verses subject to
sectarian disagreement. However, if comparative exegesis employs a bal-
anced rapprochement-based orientation to examine and critique interpre-
tive opinions, the two approaches can synergistically achieve their goals
without incurring methodological harms. Since the incompatible scenari-
os exacerbate differences and deviate from the core aims of exegesis, the
only path to an effective comparative and rapprochement-based interpre-
tation is their integrated application.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Qur’anic exegesis has been pursued through diverse approaches since the advent of
revelation, among which comparative (tatbiqr) and rapprochement-based (taqrib1) exe-
gesis hold distinct positions. Comparative exegesis, implicitly present in classical works
such as al-TabarT’s Jami‘ al-Bayan and Shaykh al-TaisT’s al-Tibyan, developed into an
independent, systematic discipline in the modern era. In contrast, rapprochement-based
exegesis is rooted in the praxis of the Prophet and the Imams and is evident in mod-
ern works like Muhammad Jawad Mughntyah’s al-Kashif, Mahmiid Shaltat’s Tafsir al-
Qur’an al-Kartm, and Muhammad Hadt Ma ‘rifat’s al-Tafsir al-Athart al-Jami®.

Despite this background, the theoretical relationship between these two approaches
remains underexplored. Key questions include the nature of their relationship, the levels
at which their similarities and differences manifest, and whether a coherent model of
"comparative-rapprochement-based exegesis" is conceptually viable or contradictory.
Addressing these questions is crucial in the contemporary context of heightened sectar-
ian dialogue.

While studies exist on comparative exegesis (e.g., ‘AskarT’s Trends in Comparative
Interpretation) and Islamic rapprochement (e.g., works by Sharaf al-Din, Taskhir1, and
Azarshab), rapprochement-based exegesis as a distinct hermeneutical approach and its
relationship with comparative method have received scant systematic attention. This
study therefore examines both approaches to determine whether their relationship is one
of compatibility or contradiction—a question vital for Qur’anic scholars and proponents
of Islamic unity.

Method

This qualitative study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on library con-
tent analysis. It compares comparative and rapprochement-based exegesis concerning
their exegetical status, objectives, foundations, methods, and potential pitfalls. The re-
search scope includes classical and modern exegetical works, theoretical studies, and
relevant scholarly articles, selected for their credibility and direct relevance.

Data were collected through systematic review of library resources and secondary
sources. Analysis focused on the core concepts, aims, theoretical bases, methodologies,
and challenges of both approaches, identifying their points of convergence and diver-
gence. Ethical considerations were upheld through academic integrity, precise citation,
and avoidance of biased source selection.

Results

Findings indicate that comparative exegesis is classified as a method or style, primari-
ly serving to analyze and evaluate differing interpretive opinions. Rapprochement-based
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exegesis, however, functions as an overarching orientation that informs the entire inter-
pretive process.

Regarding objectives, comparative exegesis aligns with rapprochement-based goals
when pursued with a unifying mindset but conflicts with it when driven by polemical
(jadali) or sectarian (madhhabi) motives. Conflict in theoretical foundations arises if
comparative analysis emphasizes sectarian bias or if rapprochement-based interpreta-
tion ignores genuine doctrinal differences. Methodologically, adherence to shared foun-
dations enables compatibility. A balanced rapprochement-based approach, employing
explanatory and clarificatory methods, can successfully integrate comparative analysis.

Both approaches are vulnerable to methodological flaws if not rigorously defined
and applied. The most effective model for minimizing pitfalls and serving Islamic rap-
prochement is a comparative exegesis guided by a rapprochement-based orientation.

Conclusions

This study concludes that "comparative-rapprochement-based exegesis" is not a con-
tradiction but a necessary and effective model for contemporary Qur’anic scholarship.
Employing either approach in isolation or extremism leads to deficiencies: comparative
exegesis without a rapprochement-based lens risks sectarian bias, while an extreme rap-
prochement-based approach may avoid critical engagement with disputed verses.

A balanced rapprochement-based approach—acknowledging differences while em-
phasizing common ground—allows comparative methodology to serve the goal of in-
tra-Islamic unity. This integrated model facilitates discerning sounder interpretations
without succumbing to prejudice or unscientific laxity, offering a rigorous framework
for scholarly exegesis that promotes harmony.
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Abstract

ar, as an inseparable aspect of human social life, has evolved
W through various forms across different eras. In the contempo-
rary world, we face cognitive warfare waged by the camp of
falsehood. This form of warfare is more complex and perilous
than its predecessors, as it directly assails the beliefs, attitudes, and cogni-
tive faculties of individuals. Cognitive warfare involves targeting the pub-
lic and elite perception of a society to alter its norms, values, beliefs, and
behaviors through systematic perception management. The wars waged
by polytheists and disbelievers against the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in
early Islam present a prime context for such warfare, operating alongside
conventional military conflict. Analyzing the key methods and strategies of
enemy cognitive warfare within the framework of Surah al-Ahzab, this
study demonstrates that the enemy’s tactics include: spreading fear and
despair, evading responsibility and promoting complacency within soci-
ety, disseminating rumors, instilling doubt, creating intellectual anxiety to
polarize and sow discord, and undermining the legitimacy of the religious
system. The most crucial countermeasures involve strengthening the cog-
nitive capacities of the Islamic community through: exposing the false
nature of the enemy, adhering to divine guardianship (Wilayah), fostering
steadfastness and resilience, generating hope, maintaining vigilance, and
promoting unity and solidarity within the Islamic society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

War, as an enduring and inseparable phenomenon of human social existence, has under-
gone substantive and formal transformations throughout history, evolving from classical
"hard" warfare to more complex and "softer" varieties. In the current era, one of the most
significant and dangerous forms is "cognitive warfare," which targets not the body or terri-
tory, but the human mind, beliefs, attitudes, values, and perceptions. In this type of conflict,
the enemy seeks to manipulate individual and societal cognition and manage perception to
alter social behaviors and actions in line with its objectives, thereby achieving the internal
collapse of the target society without necessitating direct military conquest.

The Holy Quran, as humanity's guide, not only outlines doctrinal and ethical principles but
also provides concrete historical models of the confrontation between truth and falsehood,
which can be analyzed through modern frameworks like cognitive warfare. One of the most
prominent such models is the Battle of al-Ahzab (the Confederates/Trench), where the front
of disbelief and hypocrisy, via a broad coalition, confronted the Islamic community not only
on the military battlefield but also in the psychological and cognitive arena. This article seeks
to uncover the methods of cognitive warfare employed by the enemies of Islam and the cor-
responding countermeasures, as depicted in Surah al-Ahzab.

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, relying primarily on the verses of
Surah al-Ahzab and other related Quranic verses, to examine the enemy's cognitive warfare
tactics and the strategies employed to counter them during the Battle of al-Ahzab.

Findings

The findings reveal that the Battle of al-Ahzab is a clear example of hybrid warfare, where
conventional (hard) and cognitive warfare operated simultaneously and synergistically. The
enemies of Islam—comprising the polytheists of Quraysh, allied tribes, covenant-breaking
Jews, and the internal faction of hypocrites (Munafiqiiny—leveraged a variety of cognitive
tools to weaken resolve, implant doubt in beliefs, and dismantle the social cohesion of Mus-
lims, based on a precise understanding of the Islamic community's psychological state.

A primary enemy method was fear-mongering and demoralization. The comprehensive
siege of Medina, the enemy's superiority in numbers and equipment, and the rhetoric of
absolute disparity created conditions for widespread terror. The Quran depicts this psycho-
logical pressure with precise expressions such as "zaghat al-absar" (eyes grew dim) and
"balaghat al-qultib al-hanajir" (hearts reached throats). In this atmosphere, the hypocrites ran
an organized campaign to breed despair and erode religious trust by casting doubt on divine
promises and attributing deception and vanity to God and His Messenger.

Another method was promoting social irresponsibility and complacency. The hypocrites
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used excuses, exaggerated internal threats, and claimed their homes were insecure to avoid
participating in jihad and to encourage others to shirk their duties. This behavior aimed not
only to weaken defensive capabilities but also to erode the culture of responsibility and
social solidarity.

Rumor-mongering and agitation (Arjaf) were other central tools in the enemy's cognitive
arsenal. Agitators disrupted the community's psychological security by spreading false news
and exaggerating dangers, thereby amplifying anxiety, fear, and mistrust. Rumors served as
instruments for cognitive destabilization and creating confusion in individual and collective
decision-making.

Furthermore, the enemy sought to create lines of doubt concerning core beliefs, the effica-
cy of the religious system, and the legitimacy of the Prophet's leadership, aiming to weaken
the epistemological and emotional bond between the leader (Imam) and the community.
Questioning divine promises, belittling the Prophet's glad tidings, and suggesting a bleak
future for Islam were parts of this cognitive operation. Such doubt-creation paved the way
for disobedience, passivity, and even alignment with the falsehood camp.

Additionally, generating intellectual anxiety to polarize and sow discord was a key strat-
egy. Instilling conflicting speculations, creating mental dichotomies, deepening internal di-
visions, and polarizing society threatened the cohesion of the believers' front. The Quran
describes this state as a severe trial (ibtila') and a mighty earthquake (zilzal shadid) that laid
bare the ranks of truth and falsehood.

In response to these cognitive assaults, the Quran presents precise and effective strate-
gies to fortify the Islamic community's cognitive resilience. The foremost among these is
the Greater Jihad (al-Jihad al-Akbar) centered on Elucidation (al-Tabyin). Jihad al-Tabyin
entails enlightenment, exposing distortions, answering doubts, and narrating realities cor-
rectly. It plays a fundamental role in preserving societal insight and discernment against the
enemy's deceptive narrative-building.

Other vital countermeasures include: Exposing the true face of the falsehood front, reveal-
ing the nature of hypocrisy, betrayal, and worldly desires of the enemies. By unveiling the
conduct of hypocrites, the faint-hearted, and covenant-breaking Jews, the Quran prevents the
enemy's image from being whitewashed and its ideas from infiltrating the Islamic commu-
nity. Elucidating the character of true believers, highlighting virtues such as faith, steadfast-
ness, covenant-keeping, submission to divine command, and hope in God's victory, provides
a practical model for the community.

Acceptance of guardianship (Wilayah) and obedience to divine leadership is another cor-
nerstone of countering cognitive warfare. During the Battle of al-Ahzab, obedience to the
Prophet and trust in divine providence and promises were crucial for maintaining social
cohesion and overcoming the cognitive crisis. This principle is key to neutralizing enemy
efforts to undermine trust, desacralize, and portray the religious system as ineffective.

Conclusions

This study concludes that the Muslim victory at the Battle of al-Ahzab was not merely
a result of military superiority but the outcome of astute management of the cognitive bat-
tlefield, reinforcement of collective faith, Jihad al-Tabyin, fostering hope, and social stead-
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fastness. The Battle of al-Ahzab stands as an enduring model of successfully confronting
cognitive warfare, offering valuable insights and guidance for contemporary Islamic society
in understanding modern threats and formulating effective countermeasures.
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2. Cognitive Warfare
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10. Polarization
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11. Weakening and destruction of social capital
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12. Changing cognitive preferences
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13. Enhancing cognitive abilities
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14. Jihad of clarification
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15. Deception Operation
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16. Trust erosion

17. Desacralization
18. Disruption

19. Resilience
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20. Inspiration



W))J\GL:5@[§).‘>O¢..>.L}ms)jjiksk/g&li)w)ug)o@ib@&éu)&mbsyw&;?Lng&j)J,,l;é ||||||||||||||||||||||

Ol glad,> b lis Ol 5> gl slel 9 openi duey ‘Ls‘fjg"\:"" Slaosl> R Bl
3515 g0 Dbl 235501 5L o g5 0 Ikl ol | Ko LT HLET 3 e gt o
Gl G is o pslsl ommbwé,wtémwpsﬁjﬁﬁuﬁ Gt S a5

G0 365 855 23155425 0y, gl Vo 63,8 2l 3T s, 3112 e
-(*/-.J‘;—>‘>S(L;é-9-?f))llif
UJ)..d B n—Ld‘v\J Sg_,.w‘ e oJ&j Lb)l.a gjﬁ)jf t._,.t\:- )‘ | LSGJ‘ uj@j W

AR AT dalss 59,0 JbU de 5 G dg o Slrodss 4 ol 5 (6HI L 5 sl
6 -5 £.8.3% 5’,726/'.’;/
A(YVaslos) %}J‘sgyﬁ\d\;ém))ucﬂf’y

Aol slosxl g Sl Sbdilogw 3 5p0y2.0-F
Ol 3l e3lizal 5 355 dgor Saazals & am etz 25 Lid K 55 Sy sl 31 (SO
A Ko 53 ¢ Dl dmal 1ty g 0ubile 3 Olyze o (o) ol ol OT Sl 5 (5,55 (sladloyws 5
bk a5 Olsi 31535 g0 Copgie QLT et ooy 23DL Jkows 5 40,25 Ua g3l s 53
350 Sgin (2 el & 013 A5 3,3 o0 0 Ol (Sloonel O 5 Ol 4 0315 ol s
LO04/0es I ;’o/\?\ t A») 9\33%

368 Bl 51 () by (550t < Oblads Sz il e S| S i 10
Gokis i slgrtony gold Oladaw a1y 352 Ollkuus olazm| Koot 5 sl e 55
Bz Ja 53 55 355 5 by |y O (o) jealis Lol el alblon s p8 i 3 0l ol sl
o3lizul e S 5la aass oy 31 0L 3,as (ol L(FFY o Yz oA gl ) 3,557
Kz 3 sl op e celo 5 Ol 3l oslizal uimean 3yl5 Dl drals (555 (65,5 5!
& Oy (1 ool Sl a5 513 05 0 Ol Sy oy By St Ly
15506 b bl b iy i i o8l Bl ol S
ity €S 55 g a8 20 2 s a8 7y 2daS adle I, SR e

SrSaess
DU Jbons gz el Sz 03 J b5 g Ao U5 (s (sl L Ll
Uy oDl Lnal 5 o3l el ey L Olaliio 5 Ot a5 o5 as o 0Lt ¢ T3

124



4‘ -~
||||||||||||||||||||||fYo)LwﬁAub\fﬂ\‘QMjsﬁlﬁ‘YYé)jé »)dw/,’

gl s o5 S 3l (650 A 4L 395 ool 5 e ol 4 35
Ll Jlis o ks 5 (Sl (-t Sy Ll L Olioctis ol 039 o5 03
Slrlaiol sloul s e SKSG 5l (680,00 L LT .35 Olleds (sLaysl 5 osbleopad o
Glale o5 s oolam! plonal Ciniad (GuabSU slillcCinio 5 o5 LAl 5 oran
gl ¢ 23 Lid (gladuls 55 Ml 5 STyl J,auSTL B denisls 20 (ol dnel= opsles
ks = e syl LG 015 K05 (g 31y 51 Ok 38 me 5 Sl
52 sl 3yaly eolimt Koo 0188, 5 ¥)loss cBL Oy Syl e o
LSyl ol ol 3Ll ¢ gy cnlinl 5 o «Olasl 3 ity o g5 e SLg
- s Slagly Ol b ol 53993 plaweil g5 5 omo lnliisn ¢ ol 3
Ao o 0L et S e 51 ol (S350 Sylee bl b eyl
b sme 5 (SHl 6y e oallis Al oidle ¢ laol Ll (5 plie 53 () sl 457
Oe (3993 (Ab9y0 51y dmala cluslu 5 Laysb Dldiadgn copla L g il odge o 50
i Bl o e e ¢ 5L (o K b gl 45731 Lt ol olond oL
S o 5345 oz b ool amle il Lo b (Gladlad 5 ool slaclyy

el b3y B by g lid Conglie jI ST oSl Do el |
OB ol

SRl G Joeol 3l oy
Il 503,S Ol | g Jlibyegw 58 a5 cale cdiw s Jam 58 2 5l 0Bty
W eala T 5 3y00 £ 50050 ol 5 Wilosgas gl sale ioagsy ol Ll planil 3y DS
Oy o8 lie
SIS s loinly (S e oS ol a6k e (6,555 Al | e i
lazsls odge 4l O oyslin oz
S oyl
OISO 55 o dlie S5 S uS dlel 9B 5

Vv



ooy s e 5 S5 a5 sle / Dl Sy st 53 L ablie (sl Kl 5 Lot i slo gy ol ||||||||||||||||||||||

Jbo S
Sl L )la ¢ T3 sla e 55 (e s ol 51 Il S8 mn allie
el 03,55 sy

Syl
LS o (631Kl O oz ol 5 b e aled s Olysls 31 3B 5

A



4’ -~
||||||||||||||||||||||fYo)wAuﬁ\fe\‘QM)‘sﬁlﬁ‘YYé)jﬁ »)U/w/;’

NEROI

ae Ml g

Sl 19,0 .09 3> 1l 7,6 (3 FoA) L dea o el ase (g s ol

Agalall sl 15 1 g (68N Al L (3)F)o) . Loz cdras .Y

ot gy Wl o gy gl g 0,50l (BIFYe) alb dama ygile ol ¥

olo s g, ol Gl (31 F)F) .ra)io O Aexa yghiapl f

Ayl )l 1y Bygill Bl (b) 5 dles Shall i pliiayyl.0

ool Sl bl s gy AN o dgd (BVFYY) e (s domn (5,855

10l (5)Ladllyd S age 9 Hlog) rmme L Aoz i) iy )38 (GBIYAY) tdjo sV

(§)dsLo rl_nl oizsls
(ol deli da5) Ams\is ol olgy (LGB E) ot yaiams 13,9 093)934‘@),_;]1/\
Obgy 10l

Agolall a1 2 . a9y (B1F10) Al e (2 39000 gl A

9 S 08303 51 aS 7B 5 )30 STz 5l pYl j 30 Gz (31190) (S s cyual. Vo
Ole> olo b S S

L ales o oblabue 5)lid) s 9 uolidrginw (G2IFAY) o (985 Mo (5, Luase. )
SY-FV (V)T ol g el 336 Olol 85 bl 1o B 958 55 (o) by
https://doi.org/10.22051/hii.2014.724

S > das oz 5) o 351 g CaaBly g adas Gt Sz (31FeY) gunsgl L Y
g >l 08 (Sgihuan Loyde o 5 0)ly;

5 Ll didgs daz ) (omliiplg) Sl (huog Saimyd ((B11Ve) 5Sld 5591
95 b ob (spalb sl

0l 0l (gl 3l doz ) sleizr pole Samd (GBI T . g1 ¥

ol Ll sl )15 2gym - Jagd sk o Joadh g .(GYIA) poe o Dl e c(s5liay.\0

Ky 105 Si0Ngy 5 s olgy galer Sy (51 TA) Al 555015

(8 1005 (e > oz 9) WSz it (GIIVFF) L ogmw 9551V

Lol 15 10,08 umaisdl oyml g plall I (1AVF) . lises ol A

15 gy (ki yonnis) QLA pmis 3 Gl 9 LS L(GBIFYY) . demxe o dom| i alas N
ol Sl sLs)

79


https://doi.org/10.22051/hii.2014.724

ooy s e 5 S5 a5 sle / Dl Sy st 53 L ablie (sl Kl 5 Lot i slo gy ol ||||||||||||||||||||||

ool 05 i s (31Fe)) atse Gl (5152 Yo

o el r,lxﬂ)l.) 1Dy glouall (GWWYF) sle> o helowl (509211

REHPIWINTRE P [ FRCSI N SR ]) AT B PR PONEWE

S gy Ol 79 s (B) - rbuae o Jelowl i Sgmgy G2 YT

Aol sl 1 1 gy Aadodl Bysal) (GVFYV) it o le el YE

S\at59a1 350 8,500 ;5 Ll s Lo (1 For) 5 loaw « (5 LTamen 515y 1y 1 5318,5. YO
https://doi.org/10.30513/qd.2025.6750.2498 . YoA-YY Y (Fo) 1 (1,3

ol Sl )13 g, . Gl LA pundil) (BVFYY) o Slbie b Y5

:0bs (Oh=llz ale op Dlioag) Gl Sax Ple (G81Fe0) g (e TV
.QLQg};»QLc)T

59, = Oles 0Bl 1 oyles . anlsdd (LB YYY) LSTole dasas. YA

(83313 Olgbio 5aions) (Bl @olsyin (BVFIY) . lames (o oy colginnl el ¥
ol 1ty

AL 19,0 . puga\al jalger (po gyl 76 . (BIFIF) . iasye deee ¢ doxa (S A To

ol OLSTI st g, (BUASINL(BVFOY) jae 0 Sgexa (S uiusen;. T

REICRE CPSLR ERSER PERPS WE BV R INE SERNHCAL /KD INER SR EOWA o

485 108 sl 0 GBSz (g (G ITAY) L oBIS 90 dumas XY

oo ¥l dgo 1gpm LB paami (B Olaad) L (LBIYOY) . cpam> dosxa Juw ol lb. T'E

g0l 10505 ANy B Ol gazma (UBYYY) s oy Jiad cuuyebs. YO

)15 g ((yehll g)b) Sokall 5 @il 75 (GIWAY) > oy Samo (5 ub V7

598 105 2yl gemea L(UBIYY0) L dezs oy 38 oy VY

codl Sl el 515 g0 LA a3 Gl .(B2) - s o2 o (uogh. YA

gl 1308 e il By (po sl ((BIYAG) - imipe ez Slale Y

Bl GBI 15 1 gy A b Goyall (31 Fe0) .U Magsl i 5 Kuns . Fo

ol Sl el )l igyn (udll puslie) SN puniadl .(B2) o o does (55, 53, F)

iy 10l (OBIYYY 1 5yl jale slays dez ) (b 8y (PVAAY) gl olr (g d6.FY

Bonedl )15 15 pall laall (GFIF) oz (3 o i aged FY

gy 0l 105 LA I8 aalodl (B IFFF) L dexl o doss (b )5.FF

5 10ha3 (Goste > Hblis daz3) o Rauadld 7o 6 (31 FeY) Lz 92 9K glS FO

-obgr 0l 523 S 53 Gyl Sei (B1Fee) S aga (2 S FF

ey 10y sy s gy 53 a3 (LI VAC) 0,025 maea. FY


https://doi.org/10.30513/qd.2025.6750.2498

4’ -~
||||||||||||||||||||||fYo)wAuﬁ\fe\‘QM)‘sﬁlﬁ‘YYé)jﬁ »)U/w/;’

3 50 Gyore pe FUeh Sz (3 Fee) ey (98] i (L) Ao 5 pdia. FA
i S5 ol lawl 1ol Lagad

el ¥ Aigo 1 gy (Guis Odunle (5855) wgpial) ((51FoR) poc ¢ dosmn (5 1315 FA

alss 10b5 (69T Gbspls oz 5) 3 5 S Gymld (GBI VD) gy 28 s O

D3 a)g bk (GBI1TAA) LK 5 B le it t uamnilyd (S Y S8 1090 Giux(a.0)
(2o wlio (3lining § gl duwde 10t (o ribnan 5 5lias, > o2 5)

Vi



ooy s e 5 S5 a5 sle / Dl Sy st 53 L ablie (sl Kl 5 Lot i slo gy ol ||||||||||||||||||||||

References

The Holy Qur’an. [In Arabic]

Nahj al-Balaghah. [In Arabic]

1.Al-‘Askari, Abad Hilal al-Hasan ibn ‘Abd Allah. (1979). Al-Furiiq fral-lughah [The Differences
in Language]. Beirut: Dar al-Afaq al-Jadidah. [In Arabic]

2.Al-Azhari, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. (2000). Tahdhib al-lughah [The Refinement of
Language]. Beirut: Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arab. [In Arabic]

3.Al-Jawhari, Isma‘Tl ibn Hammad. (1997). Al-Sihah: Taj al-lughah wa sihah al-Arabiyyah
[The Correct: The Crown of Language and the Correct Arabic]. Beirut: Dar al-‘lim lil-
Malayin. [In Arabic]

4.Allport, Gordon W., & Postman, Leo J. (1995). Ravan-shendsi-ye shaye ‘eh [The Psychology
of Rumor] (S. Dabbestani, Trans.). Tehran: Surish. [in Persian]

5.Al-Qurtubl, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. (1985). Al-Jami‘ li-ahkdm al-Qurdn [The
Compendium of the Rulings of the Quran]. Tehran: Naser Khosrow. [In Arabic]

6.Al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir. (1967). Tarikh al-umam wa al-muliik [History of the
Nations and Kings]. Beirut: Dar al-Turath. [In Arabic]

7.Al-Tha‘labt, Ahmad ibn Muhammad. (2002). Al-Kashf wa al-bayan ‘an tafsir al-Qur'an
[The Unveiling and Elucidation of the Interpretation of the Quran]. Beirut: Dar lhya’
al-Turath al-‘Arabr. [In Arabic]

8.AlGsi, Mahmd ibn ‘Abd Allah. (1994). Rih al-ma‘ani fi tafsir al-Qur'an al-‘azim [The Spirit
of Meanings in the Interpretation of the Great Quran]. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah.
[In Arabic]

9.Al-Zabidi, Muhammad Murtada al-Husayni. (1994). Taj al-‘ards min jawahir al-gamis
[The Bride's Crown from the Jewels of the Dictionary]. Beirut: Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]

10.‘Amili, Ja‘far Murtada. (2006). Al-Sahih min sirat al-nabi al-a’zam [The Authentic from
the Biography of the Greatest Prophet]. Qom: Dar al-Hadith. [In Arabic]

11.Amin, Sayyid Mahdi. (2011). Jang-ha-ye sadr-e Eslam: az jang-e Badr ta fath-e Makkah az
didgah-e Qur'an va hadith [Early Islamic Wars: From the Battle of Badr to the Conquest
of Mecca from the Perspective of the Quran and Hadith]. Qom: Bayan-e Javan. [in
Persian]

12.Bakhtiyari, Shahla, & Taqavi, Hadiyyeh. (2013). Sankh-shendsi va tabin-e raftari-ye

VP



4’ -~
||||||||||||||||||||||fYo)wAuﬁ\fe\‘QM)‘sﬁlﬁ‘YYé)jﬁ »)U/w/;’

V¥

mosalmanan dar hamrahi ba payambar (s) dar ghazveh-ye Khandaq bar asds-e sireh-
ye Ahzab [Typology and Behavioral Explanation of Muslims' Support for the Prophet
(PBUH) in the Battle of the Trench Based on Surah al-Ahzab]. Tarikh-e Eslam va Iran
[Islamic and Iranian History], ¥*23*(17), 47-67. https://doi.org/10.22051/hii.2014.724
[in Persian]

13.Bannister, Andrew G. (2014). An Oral-Formulaic Study of the Qur’an. Lanham: Lexington
Books.

14.Baydawi, ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar. (1997). Anwar al-tanzil wa asrar al-tawil [The Lights of
Revelation and the Secrets of Interpretation]. Beirut: Dar lhya™ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In
Arabic]

15.Bernal, Alonso. (2023). Jang-e shenakhti: hamleh be vage Tyyat va andisheh [Cognitive
Warfare: An Attack on Reality and Thought] (M. H. Qorbani Zavareh & S. A. Mostafavi,
Trans.). Qom: Shenakht-Pazhah. [in Persian]

16.Bird, Alan. (1987). Farhang-e ‘ulim-e ejtemaf [Dictionary of Social Sciences] (B.
Sardkhant, Trans.). Tehran: Kayhan. [in Persian]

17.Bruno, Franco J. (1991). Farhang-e tosifi-ye estilahat-e ravan-shendsi [Descriptive
Dictionary of Psychological Terms] (M. Yasa’l & F. Taheri, Trans.). Tehran: Tarh-e Now.
[in Persian]

18.Dehkhoda, ‘Al Akbar. (1998). Lughatna@mah [Dictionary]. Tehran: Danishgah-e Tehran
/ Ruzanabh. [in Persian]

19.Fayyum1, Ahmad ibn Muhammad. (1994). Al-Misbéah al-munir figharib al-sharh al-kabir li-
I-RafiT[The Illuminating Lamp on the Unfamiliar Terms in al-Rafi‘T's Great Commentary].
Qom: Dar al-Hijrah. [In Arabic]

20.Flavell, John H. (1988). Roshd-e shenakhti [Cognitive Development] (F. Maher, Trans.).
Tehran: Nashr-e Roshd. [in Persian]

21.Gorgi, Mahd1. (2021). Nofiudh-e rahburdi dar nizam-e dini [Strategic Infiltration in the
Religious System]. Tehran: Surish. [in Persian]

22.Halabi, ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim. (2006). Al-Sirah al-Halabiyyah (Insan al-‘uytn fi sirat al-Amin
al-Mamdn) [The Halabi Biography: The Man of the Eyes in the Biography of the
Trustworthy, the Entrusted]. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah. [In Arabic]

23.Haqqi Burdsawi, Isma‘ll ibn Mustafa. (n.d.). Tafsir rih al-bayan [The Exegesis: The Spirit

of Elucidation]. Beirut: Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]



ooy s e 5 S5 a5 sle / Dl Sy st 53 L ablie (sl Kl 5 Lot i slo gy ol ||||||||||||||||||||||

24.Hasani, Hashim Ma‘raf. (1995). Sirat al-Mustafa [The Biography of the Chosen One].
Beirut: Dar al-Ta‘aruf lil-Matbd‘at. [In Arabic]

25.Hutchins, Edwin; Hylagin, Francis; Heath, Margaret, et al. (2009). Shenakht-e towzi -
shodeh [Distributed Cognition] (H. Ramazanit & M. Mehr, Trans.). Tehran: Mu’assaseh-
ye Amuzeshi va Tahqigati-ye Sanaye‘-e Dafel. [in Persian]

26.lbn ‘Ashir, Muhammad al-Tahir. (2000). Al-Tahrir wa al-tanwir [The Liberation and
Enlightenment]. Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Tarikh al-‘Arabl. [In Arabic]

27.lbn Hisham, ‘Abd al-Malik. (n.d.). Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah [The Prophetic Biography].
Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifah. [In Arabic]

28.1bn Khaldln, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad. (1988). Diwan al-mubtadd wa al-khabar
fi tarikh al-‘Arab wa al-Barbar wa man ‘asarahum min dhawi al-shan al-akbar [The Book
of Lessons and Record of the Beginnings and Events in the History of the Arabs and
Berbers]. Beirut: Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]

29.lbn Manzlr, Muhammad ibn Mukarram. (1994). Lisan al-Arab [The Tongue of the
Arabs]. Beirut: Dar Sadir. [In Arabic]

30.1bn Sa‘d, Muhammad. (1990). Al-Tabaqat al-kubra [The Great Generations]. Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-‘llmiyyah. [In Arabic]

31.Javadi Amuli, ‘Abd Allah. (2022). Tafsir-e Tasnim [The Exegesis Tasnim]. Qom: Isra’. [in
Persian]

32.Khargani, Hasan, & Husayn-Nezhad Mohammadabadi, Sajjad. (2024). Goftegan-e
tablighi-ye anbiya dar sireh-ye Hid [The Prophetic Discursive Method in Surah
Hiad]. Amizehhd-ye Qurani [Quranic Teachings], *21*(40), 277-308. https://doi.
org/10.30513/qd.2025.6750.2498 [in Persian]

33.Khatib, ‘Abd al-Karim. (2001). Al-Tafsir al-Qur’ant lil-Qur'an [The Quranic Exegesis for
the Quran]. Beirut: Dar al-Fikr al-‘Arab. [In Arabic]

34.Khtzin, Hasan. (2021). Mabani-ye jang-e shenakhti (tahdidat-e novin ‘aliyeh-ye
Jomhiiri-ye Eslami-ye Tran) [Foundations of Cognitive Warfare (New Threats against the
Islamic Republic of Iran)]. Tehran: Arman-Pazhihan. [in Persian]

35.Klosko, George. (2023). Tarikh-e falsafeh-ye siyasi [History of Political Philosophy] (K.
Dihim, Trans.). Tehran: Ney. [in Persian]

36.Mohseni, Nikchehreh. (2001). Nazariyehha dar ravan-shenasi-ye roshd [Theories in

Vi



Developmental Psychology]. Tehran: Pardis. [in Persian]

37.Mogaddamfar, Hamid-Reza, & Mohseni Ahlyi, Ebrahim. (2021). Jang-e shendkhti:
‘elm-e pirizi dar nabard-e zehnha [Cognitive Warfare: The Science of Victory in the Battle
of Minds]. Tehran: Nashriyat-e Khabarguzari-ye Tasnim. [in Persian]

38.Nietzsche, Friedrich. (1996). Fard-ye nik va bad [Beyond Good and Evil] (D. Ashari,
Trans.). Tehran: Khwarazmi. [in Persian]

39.Nye, Joseph S. (2008). Qodrat-e narm [Soft Power] (S. M. Rihani & M. Zolfaghari,
Trans.). Tehran: Danishgah-e Emam Sadiq (‘a). [in Persian]

40.Pourafkari, Nosrat Allah. (2001). Farhang-e jame*-e ravan-shendsi va ravan-pezeshki
[Comprehensive Dictionary of Psychology and Psychiatry]. Tehran: Farhang. [in Persian]

41.Raghib al-Isfahani, al-Husayn ibn Muhammad. (1992). Mufradat alfaz al-Quran
[Vocabulary of Quranic Words]. Beirut: Dar al-Qalam. [In Arabic]

42.Razi, Fakhr al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Umar. (n.d.). Al-Tafsir al-kabir (Mafatih al-ghayb)
[The Great Exegesis (Keys of the Unseen)]. Beirut: Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In
Arabic]

43.Sahab, Mahd1. (2010). Jang-ha-ye sadr-e Eslam [Early Islamic Wars]. Tehran: Tose‘eh-ye
Farhang-e Qur’ani. [in Persian]

44.Sa‘idpour, Kazem. (2008). Bar'rasi-ye jang-hd-ye sadr-e Eslam [A Study of Early Islamic
Wars]. Qom: Figh. [in Persian]

45.Sun Tzu. (1985). Honar-e jang [The Art of War] (H. Habibi, Trans.). Tehran: Qalam. [in
Persian]

46.Tabarsi, Fadl ibn Hasan. (1993). Majma‘ al-bayan fi tafsir al-Qur'an [Compendium of
Elucidation in the Interpretation of the Quran]. Tehran: Naser Khosrow. [In Arabic]

47.Tabataba’l, Sayyid Muhammad Husayn. (1973). Al-Mizan fi tafsir al-Qur'an [The Balance
in the Interpretation of the Quran]. Beirut: Al-Mu’assasah al-A‘lami lil-Matbd‘at. [In
Arabic]

48.Tarihi, Fakhr al-Din ibn Muhammad. (1996). Majma' al-bahrayn [Confluence of the Two
Seas]. Tehran: Murtazavi. [In Arabic]

49.Tuhami, Mukhtar. (1976). Al-Rdy al-‘am wa al-harb al-nafsiyyah [Public Opinion and
Psychological Warfare]. Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif. [In Arabic]

50.TasT, Muhammad ibn Hasan. (n.d.). Al-Tibyan fi tafsir al-Qur'an [The Clarification in the



Interpretation of the Quran]. Beirut: Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabr. [In Arabic]
51.Wagqidi, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar. (1989). Kitab al-maghazi [The Book of Military
Expeditions] (M. Jones, Ed.). Beirut: Mu’assasat al-A‘lam. [In Arabic]
52.Zamakhshari, Mahmad ibn ‘Umar. (1987). Al-Kashshaf ‘an haqa’iq ghawéamid al-tanzil
[The Unveiler of the Realities of the Subtleties of Revelation]. Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-

‘Arabl. [In Arabic]



Quranic Doctrines

Print: 2251- 9378
Online: 2783- 4085

A Sociological Analysis of the Factors and
Obstacles to the Realization of Monotheistic Faith

1 Seyed Mohsen Mirsondosi **

in the Holy Qur’an

1. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of Qur’an and Social Studies, Institute of Islamic
Civilization, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Mashhad, Iran. Email: m.sondosi@isca.ac.ir

Article Info

Article type:
Research Article

Received: 11 June 2025
Revised: 15 July 2025
Accepted: 27 October 2025
Available Online: 4 November
2025

Keywords:

Holy Quran, Monotheism
(Tawhtd), Social
Monotheism, Faith

in God, Monotheistic
Society.

Abstract

his research aims to sociologically examine the enabling fac-
T tors and obstacles to the realization of monotheistic faith (tman
tawhidr) in the Holy Quran. Faith in divine unity (tawhitd), as
the central axis of Islam, plays a decisive role in shaping indi-
vidual and social behaviors and actions. It is considered a foundational
element for enhancing the quality of individual life and strengthening so-
cial structures. Employing the method of thematic analysis of Quranic
verses and a sociological analytical approach, themes related to the real-
ization or weakening of monotheistic faith were first extracted. Subse-
quently, the role of these factors in the process of religious socialization
and social cohesion was explained. The results indicate that the realiza-
tion of monotheistic faith depends on strengthening enabling factors such
as cognitive knowledge of divine signs, conscious effort to accept and fol-
low the truth, submission to divine teachings, and active participation in
religious and social spheres. Conversely, the presence of obstacles such as
negligence of divine commands, inattention to ritual worship, distortion of
religious teachings, and disregard for social responsibility leads to in-
creased social disintegration and a weakening of social capital and col-
lective trust within the community of believers. Accordingly, simultaneous
attention to developing enabling factors and removing inhibiting factors
paves the way for realizing a cohesive society based on monotheistic faith
and fosters the concurrent growth of the individual and society.
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Extended Abstarct

Introduction

Monotheistic faith (iman tawhidi) serves as the central axis of Islam, constituting not
merely a subjective belief but a system of knowledge, inclination, and action that must be
realized in both individual and social spheres. The Holy Qur’an, through its repeated em-
phasis on divine unity and the rejection of polytheism (shirk), introduces monotheistic faith
as the foundation of guidance and felicity. The significance of this research lies in its so-
ciological approach, extracting and analyzing the enabling (positive) factors and obstacles
to the realization of monotheistic faith directly from the Qur’anic text. This study seeks to
answer two key questions: (1) What enabling and inhibiting factors in the Qur’an influence
the realization of monotheistic faith? (2) How do these factors operate within individual and
social domains?

Method

The research method is qualitative and based on thematic analysis of Qur’anic verses. The
research stages include:

* A comprehensive review of the Qur’an and identification of 380 verses related to mono-
theistic faith.

* Extraction of the translation and social interpretations of the selected verses.

* Three-stage coding (open, axial, selective) using MAXQDA software.

* Generation of 1181 initial codes, categorization into 22 concepts, and final consolida-
tion into two main categories: Enabling Factors (12 concepts) and Inhibiting Factors (10
concepts).

* Validation of results through a systematic coding process and comparison with prior
literature.

Findings

Enabling Factors

» Cognitive recognition of divine signs.

» Conscious effort to accept and follow the truth.

* Submission to divine teachings.

* Active participation in religious and social arenas.

« Strengthening social capital, cohesion, and solidarity.

* Individual and social resilience in the face of challenges.
* Social self-control (Tagwa — piety/God-consciousness).
* Healthy social competition.

* Rational and social preferences in decision-making.

* Meaning-making and reproduction of shared values.
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Inhibiting Factors (Obstacles)

* Neglect of divine commandments.

* Inadequate attention to ritual acts of worship.

* Distortion of religious teachings.

* Neglect of social responsibility.

» Weakness in self-control and Taqwa.

* Unhealthy competition and excessive individualism.

* Doubt and skepticism regarding monotheistic beliefs.

¢ Influence of non-monotheistic worldviews.

* Religious alienation resulting from the reduction of faith to a merely verbal or traditional
level.

* Social disintegration and diminished collective trust.

Conclusions

The realization of monotheistic faith in society requires simultaneous attention to enabling
factors and the removal of inhibiting obstacles. The findings indicate that monotheistic faith
functions not only as a doctrinal principle but also as a social mechanism for cohesion, trust,
and social capital. By strengthening these factors, a cohesive and stable society based on
monotheistic faith is formed. Conversely, neglect of these factors leads to the weakening of
religiosity and an increase in social vulnerabilities.
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Abstract

he "Verse of Honoring" (Ayat al-Takrim, Q17:70) is a foundational

Quranic verse that elucidates humanity's status within the cosmos by

introducing the twin concepts of "honoring" (takrim) and "preferen-

tial grace" (tafdrl), pointing to inherent human dignity and their su-
periority over other creatures. This study aims to provide an ontological expla-
nation of human dignity and to conceptually analyze its relationship with tafdl,
thereby offering a coherent and precise interpretation of the verse. Employing a
library-based research method and an analytical-interpretive approach ground-
ed in thematic exegesis (tafstr mawdii 7), the research argues that a clearer un-
derstanding of inherent dignity and its connection to human superiorities can
establish a theoretical basis for re-examining the Quranic system of human val-
uation and for rationally defending the principles of human rights from a mono-
theistic perspective. The findings indicate that human dignity in this verse is a
divine, universal, and inalienable endowment intrinsic to the essence of the hu-
man species, existing potentially within every individual. This dignity can only
become the source for enjoying human rights and status when actualized through
one’s voluntary pursuit of perfection. Furthermore, tafdil is analyzed as the ex-
ternal manifestation of this inherent dignity in comparison to other creations,
revealing a hierarchical relationship between the two concepts. The study also
demonstrates that the term "kathtr" (many) in the phrase "faddalnahum ‘ala
kathtr mimma khalagna" signifies the abundance of beings over whom humans
are preferred, not a limitation that would imply the denial of human superiority
over certain creatures, such as angels.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Verse 70 of Suirat al-Isra’ is among the most foundational Quranic verses delineating hu-
manity's status within the cosmic order, introducing the two key concepts of "takrim" (hon-
oring) and "tafdil" (preferential grace). The core objective of this research is to develop an
ontological understanding of "human dignity" (karamah) and to elucidate its relationship
with tafdil in this verse—a conceptual linkage with direct implications for Islamic anthro-
pology, the Quranic axiological system, and contemporary discourses on human rights. The
principal research questions are: What is the essence of the divine dignity bestowed upon hu-
mankind, and how can the conceptual and existential relationship between takiim and tafdil
be analyzed to yield a coherent picture of humanity's place in the hierarchy of existence?

While classical exegetical works such as Al-Mizan, Majma‘ al-Bayan, and Ibn ‘Ashiir's
TafsTr have noted certain aspects of dignity and preferential grace, they often lack theoret-
ical cohesion and profound ontological analysis. Many such commentaries either reduce
dignity to the mere conferral of material blessings or interpret its connection with tafdil in a
superficial and unsystematic manner. Interpretations that equate dignity with the granting of
intellect or trivialize tafdil as simply enjoying a greater share of certain bounties—without
due attention to the semantic structure and existential relation between these concepts—have
failed to present a comprehensive view of the human station. Contemporary studies, includ-
ing the monograph Karamat-e Ensan dar Qur'an (Human Dignity in the Quran) and articles
such as "The Semantics of Human Dignity in the Quran's Semantic System," "The Criterion
for Human Vicegerency of God in the Two Verses of Dignity and Trust," and "A Compar-
ative Study of Exegeses of the Verse of Dignity," have likewise fallen short of providing a
coherent framework for explaining the link between takrim and tafdil. Most analyses lack
the requisite conceptual consistency and ontological depth, and they do not offer a systemat-
ic model for explicating the connection between humanity's inherent dignity and its external
superiorities. Consequently, a significant analytical gap persists in achieving a precise and
integrated understanding of inherent dignity and its relation to preferential grace.

Aiming to address this lacuna, this study investigates the semantic structure of dignity and
analyzes the relationship between takrim and tafdil in Q17:70. The findings hold signifi-
cance for the fields of Quranic exegesis, Islamic theology, and anthropology, as a lucid expo-
sition of inherent human dignity can enrich theoretical discourse and inform the foundations
of Islamic human rights and dignity-related policymaking.

Method

This study adopts an analytical-interpretive approach based on library research. Data were
collected from a range of Quranic verses related to the concepts of dignity (karamah) and
preferential grace (tafdil), authoritative exegetical works, classical lexical sources, and con-
temporary academic studies. Source selection was guided by criteria of originality, authori-
tativeness, theoretical coherence, and direct relevance to the research problem. Data analysis
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was conducted through systematic study, thematic note-taking, and comparative analysis of
exegetical viewpoints; no empirical or field data were involved.

The analytical process commenced with a semantic examination of the term "karamah"
in lexical sources, followed by an investigation of its usage in the Quran and major com-
mentaries. Subsequently, instances of "tafdil" in the Quran were analyzed, and its conceptual
and existential relationship with takrim in Q17:70 was reconstructed. Synthesizing linguistic
and exegetical evidence enabled the formulation of an explanatory model clarifying inherent
dignity and its external manifestations. Ethical considerations included upholding academic
integrity, ensuring accurate citation, and avoiding misrepresentation.

Results

The findings reveal that the concept of "dignity" (karamah) in the Quran possesses a
multi-layered semantic structure. Analysis of lexical and exegetical sources indicates that
karamah in the Verse of Honoring is an ontological concept denoting the intrinsic nobility of
the human species—a divine, inalienable, and universal endowment granted equally to all
human beings in potentiality.

The analysis of "tafdil" demonstrates that it signifies relative, external superiorities that are
meaningful only in comparison with other creatures. A key finding is the essential distinc-
tion between takrtm and tafdil: takrtm pertains to the inner reality and essence of the human
being, whereas tafdil represents its outward manifestation. This establishes a hierarchical
relationship wherein preferential grace functions as the expression of inherent dignity.

Examination of the phrase "‘ala kathir mimma khalaqna" (over many of those We have
created) shows that "kathir" denotes the abundance of beings over whom humans are pre-
ferred; the contrast between "kathir" (many) and "qalil" (few) is not applicable here. There-
fore, the verse does not imply the exclusion of a small group, such as angels, from this com-
parison. Rather, it underscores the vast range of creatures vis-a-vis whom humans possess
external advantages. This interpretation is consistent with other Quranic usages of "kathir"
and aligns with exegetical discussions.

The validity of the analyses is reinforced by comparing multiple Quranic evidences, re-
viewing exegetical opinions, and assessing the conceptual coherence of the findings with the
verse's semantic structure. The evidence confirms that the proposed model is consistent with
established exegetical principles and harmonizes with linguistic, contextual, and analytical
indicators.

Conclusions

This research demonstrates that the reality of human dignity in the Quran is rooted in the
very essence and existential constitution of the human being and belongs to all individuals. In
contrast, tafdil signifies the mode in which this nobility manifests in comparison to other crea-
tures and occupies a position subordinate to (in the hierarchy of) takiim. The conducted anal-
yses confirm the primary hypothesis of a hierarchical connection between the two concepts.

Linguistic analysis of the verse indicates that the phrase "‘ala kathir mimma khalagna"
neither implies a denial of human superiority over certain beings nor supports such an in-
ference. Consequently, the verse emphasizes the extensive scope of creatures over whom
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humans hold external privileges, providing a more accurate depiction of humanity's status
within creation.

From a theoretical perspective, this study furnishes a basis for re-evaluating discussions
in anthropology, ethics, and value theory, showing that the actualization of dignity plays a
crucial role in ethical conduct, human responsibility, and social valuation.

On a practical level, the research can be applied in domains such as education, ethics, so-
cial policymaking, and Islamic human rights, as it presents a coherent and integrated vision
of human value rooted in humanity's existential and divine reality.

Finally, questions remain regarding the process and degrees of dignity's actualization and
its relation to immaterial beings, which can shape the trajectory of future research.
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homas Robert Malthus’s theory of resource scarcity, which posits
T that geometric population growth inevitably outstrips arithmetic
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During the Industrial Revolution and rapid urbanization of Europe, concerns about pop-
ulation growth outpacing finite resources, especially food, preoccupied scholars. Thomas
Robert Malthus’s theory posited geometric population growth against arithmetic resource
increase, framing poverty and famine as inevitable natural checks. This view later under-
pinned global policies on population control and development. While critiqued by thinkers
like Sen and Marx, a systematic evaluation from a Qur’anic perspective remains underex-
plored. Guiding this study are two questions: What is the position of Malthus’s theory in light
of the Qur’an? How are its core concepts assessed from a Qur’anic viewpoint?

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method within the framework of thematic
Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir mawdii 7) to critically analyze Malthusian theory.

Findings

The Qur’anic concepts of ni‘mah (divine blessing) and rizq (sustenance) offer a paradigm
distinct from Malthus’s “resources.” The analysis reveals:

Abundance and Subjugation: The Qur’an emphasizes the abundance of creation and its
subjugation for humanity (e.g., Qur’an 6:42; 31:20), with the scope of benefit ever-expand-
ing (Qur’an 45:13).

Divine Promise and Human Agency: Sustenance is a guaranteed divine promise
(Qur’an 51:23; 11:6), yet its flow is modulated by human action—piety, justice, and grat-
itude increase it, while corruption, waste (israf), and ingratitude decrease it (Qur’an 14:7;
71:10-12).

Anthropology and Purpose: Contrary to Malthus’s view of humans as mere consumers,
the Qur’an designates humanity as God’s vicegerent (khalifah), entrusted with developing
the earth justly and responsibly.

Thus, scarcity is not an inherent, absolute limit but often a relative condition stemming
from social injustice, maldistribution, and ethical failure—not from divine lack.

Conclusions

Malthus’s theory is epistemologically incompatible with the Qur’anic worldview. The
Qur’an presents a ontology of abundance, where resources are divine blessings, poverty
is a remediable social dysfunction, and population is a potential for civilization-building.
Solutions to scarcity lie not in population control but in establishing social justice (‘adl),
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collective piety (taqwa), and equitable economic structures as mandated by systems like
zakah. Therefore, Malthusian theory cannot form a valid basis for policy within an Islamic
framework.
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Abstract

olitical negotiation is one of the most crucial and common tools
P of diplomacy for reaching agreements between states in vari-
ous domains, including diplomatic relations and foreign policy.
It plays a key role in the peaceful attainment of the demands,
interests, and ideals of the negotiating parties. Every state, in seeking a
favorable agreement with either allies or adversaries, must adhere to its
own religious and legal frameworks during the negotiation process. The
Holy Quran presents principles and strategies for the negotiation of Is-
lamic governments with both friendly and hostile states. However, these
principles and strategies have not been explicitly and systematically artic-
ulated and categorized; they must be inductively derived and presented
based on evidence from books of Quranic exegesis. Therefore, this re-
search employs a descriptive-analytical method, referring to Quranic lex-
icons and exegetical works to collect and categorize verses related to ne-
gotiation, extracting from their meanings the relevant principles and
strategies. According to the findings of this study, the negotiation strate-
gies from the perspective of the Holy Quran are: pre-negotiation strate-
gies, intra-negotiation strategies, post-negotiation strategies, and strate-
gies common to all three stages. All these strategies fall under four
overarching principles: The Principle of Monotheism and Guardianship
(Tawhtd and Wilayah); The Principle of Dignity and Authority; The Prin-
ciple of Justice-Seeking and Anti-Oppression; and The Principle of Wis-
dom and Expediency.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The noble religion of Islam, with its characteristic of finality, has programs and strate-
gies for all spheres of life. One of the fundamental challenges for any government is the
manner of interaction with foreign states and the preservation of national independence
in international relations. Given the primacy of peace-seeking in the Holy Quran, nego-
tiation as a tool of diplomacy for securing national interests is an undeniable necessity.
The primary objective of this research is to investigate the revelatory teachings of the
Holy Quran to extract strategies for negotiation with the enemy, thereby delineating a
divinely-guided path and framework to prevent the intrusion of personal preferences. A
review of the research background reveals that, despite existing works in the form of
books, theses, and articles by scholars such as Ayatollah Javadi Amuli, most of their
perspectives have been jurisprudential or political in nature. The existing scholarly gap
is the absence of research focused solely on Quranic verses and exegetical sources on
this subject. Therefore, the innovation of the present research lies in its focus on the
Quranic point of departure and the presentation of a Quranic model that classifies all
strategies under four foundational principles. This study, through the method of analyz-
ing verses and commentaries, provides a Quranic and Islamic framework for managing
the negotiations of Islamic governments and securing their interests.

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method. The procedure is as follows:
by referring to and studying lexicons of the Holy Quran—such as Muhammad Fu’ad
‘Abd al-Baqt's al-Mu‘jam al-Mufahras, Akbar Hashem1 Rafsanjant's Farhang-e Qur’an,
Sayyid Ahmad Khatami's Farhangnameh-ye Mawdii 1-ye Qur’an-e Karim—along with
personal research and contemplation by the researchers in the Holy Quran, the required
and relevant information and reports were gathered, a list of topics was obtained, and
then through meticulous study of exegetical books, note-taking, categorization, analy-
sis, and synthesis, the final text of the research was written.

Findings

Based on a systematic investigation of verses, exegeses, and Quranic lexicons, the
findings of this research confirm the hypothesis that the Holy Quran provides, beyond
ethical recommendations, a coherent strategic system for negotiation. The qualitative
data extracted from the text of the Holy Quran are organized into four core categories,
comprising the principles of "Monotheism and Guardianship (Tawhid and Wilayah),"
"Dignity and Authority," "Justice-Seeking and Anti-Oppression," and "Wisdom and Ex-
pediency."
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The analysis of the findings indicates that the extracted strategies cover all four stages
of negotiation (pre-negotiation, intra-negotiation, post-negotiation, and strategies com-
mon to all three stages). The validity of these findings is established through reliance
on divine verses and authoritative exegetical sources. Among the prominent qualitative
indicators in these findings is the priority of peace-seeking over conflict, while simul-
taneously adhering to the rule of "negation of means (Nafy al-Sabil)" and "prevention
of enemy domination." These results show that desirable Islamic negotiation, unlike
secular models, is not necessarily based solely on material benefit; rather, preserving
monotheistic identity and Islamic dignity takes priority.

Conclusions

Negotiation is one of the most important and common tools of diplomacy for resolv-
ing disputes and achieving the interests and demands of states and countries. By investi-
gating the verses of the Holy Quran, its exegeses, and lexicons, the following principles
and strategies can be proposed and presented for conducting desirable negotiations by
an Islamic government with other states and governments:

The strategies for negotiating with the enemy from the perspective of the Holy Quran
are explained and categorized under four headings: pre-negotiation strategies; intra-ne-
gotiation strategies; post-negotiation strategies; and strategies common to all three stag-
es. Furthermore, these four-stage strategies can be classified and summarized under four
principles:

a. The Principle of Monotheism and Guardianship;

b. The Principle of Dignity and Authority;

c. The Principle of Justice-Seeking and Anti-Oppression;

d. The Principle of Wisdom and Expediency.

The principles of negotiation with the enemy from the perspective of the Holy Quran,
according to the evidence of this research, are as follows:

a. The Principle of Monotheism and Guardianship: According to this principle,
Islamic countries must participate in the negotiation process in such a way that their
treaty or agreement does not ultimately lead to exiting the sphere of monotheism and
falling under the banner of the Taghiit (false deities/tyranny) and enemies. Three of the
mentioned strategies fall under this principle: i) Entrusting affairs to God (reliance on
divine power), ii) Ensuring negotiation does not lead to the domination of enemies and
arrogant powers (negation of means), and iii) Ensuring negotiation does not lead to a
guardian relationship with enemies and arrogant powers (adherence to the rule of Tawlt
and TabarrT — alliance and disassociation).

b. The Principle of Dignity and Authority: By adhering to this principle, the nego-
tiation of Islamic countries with the enemy will proceed in a manner that, throughout
all stages, preserves the authority of Islam and the Islamic community. By maintaining
the grandeur and majesty of the Islamic state in the eyes of the enemy, the grounds and
necessities for conducting a desirable negotiation for the Islamic government are easily
provided. Essential strategies under this principle include: i) Strengthening spiritual dig-
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nity and material authority, ii) Conducting negotiation from a position of strength and
stating terms explicitly, iii) Reciprocity.

c. The Principle of Justice-Seeking and Anti-Oppression: [slamic countries must
always seek justice in all political, military, economic, and other spheres. This principle
remains constant in negotiation as well. Therefore, Islamic governments must initially
seek to establish peace and amity, and when reaching an agreement, they must avoid ac-
cepting treaties that foster oppression. The strategies of this principle are: i) Prioritizing
peace-seeking over conflict, ii) Observing (mutual) respect, and iii) Ensuring negotia-
tion does not lead to oppression or the empowerment of oppressors.

d. The Principle of Wisdom and Expediency: According to this very important prin-
ciple, Islamic governments are obliged to act in all stages of negotiation in a way that
causes no harm to the Islamic society and government. Rather, the agreement should be
such that it maximizes the gains and addresses the maximum needs of the Islamic state.
The strategies of this principle are: i) Documenting duties and results, ii) Paying atten-
tion to preliminary dialogues, iii) Emphasizing commonalities, iv) Utilizing opportuni-
ties created through negotiation, v) Flexibility alongside steadfastness, vi) Maintaining
vigilance against the enemy and not trusting them, and vii) Avoiding deception and
treachery.
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Abstract

ost authors in the field of Shi ‘i exegetical methods and trends
M have classified narrative (riwayi) exegeses as non-ijtihadi,

viewing them as mere compilations of traditions that directly

address the wording of Quranic verses, assembled without any
authorial reasoning or intellectual engagement. This article challenges
and refutes this view, arguing that the authors of Shi i narrative exegeses,
like other interpreters, exercised ijtihad in their quest to understand the
verses. They applied their intellectual judgment through the deliberate
selection, organization, and prioritization of sources and narrations,
thereby expressing their own exegetical stances. The most effective meth-
od to demonstrate this is a comparative analysis of these exegeses, focus-
ing on their points of divergence—differences that reveal the distinct per-
spectives and concerns of their authors. A comparative study of early and
later Shi'i exegeses—namely Tafsir al-Qummi (attributed to ‘Al ibn
Ibrahim al-Qummi), Tafsir al- Ayyashi, Tafsir Furat al-Kifi (all from the
late 3rd/early 4th century AH), al-Saft by Fayd al-Kashani (d. 1091 AH),
al-Burhan by Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrani (d. 1107 AH), and Nir al-Thaga-
layn by ‘Abd “Alt al-Huwayzi (d. 1112 AH)—in the domains of jurispru-
dence, theology, and Quranic sciences reveals significant divergence on
eleven fundamental issues. These include: the permissibility of interacting
with the ruling authority, the Friday prayer, land tax (kharaj), the one-fifth
levy (khums), the infallibility of prophets, the inimitability of the Quran,
Meccan and Medinan revelations, abrogation, textual corruption of the
Quran, variant readings, and occasions of revelation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The study of exegetical currents shows that during certain historical periods, the pri-
mary focus of Quran commentators shifted towards collecting interpretive narrations
and compiling narrative-based exegetical works. A fundamental driver of this approach
was the rational and scriptural prohibition against tafsir bi’l-ray (interpretation based
on personal opinion). Influenced by this prohibition, some early Shi‘i exegetes came to
regard any interpretation outside the framework of transmitted reports as falling under
tafsir bi’l-ray. Other factors contributing to this trend include the sensitive era of the
Minor Occultation, which limited access to the Imam; the compilation of Sunni hadith
collections; and the urgent need to preserve the narrative heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt
and defend Shi ‘i doctrines through Quranic exegesis in polemical encounters with other
sects.

Most scholars of Shi‘i exegetical methods have consequently classified narrative ex-
egeses as non-ijtihadr, viewing them as uncritical compilations where authors merely
gathered narrations—often those directly explaining specific words or phrases—with-
out engaging in personal reasoning. This article refutes that view, proposing instead that
the distinguishing features of these exegeses in matters of jurisprudence, theology, and
Quranic sciences are, in fact, manifestations of their authors' ijtihad. While numerous
studies exist on Shi‘i narrative exegesis, few have substantiated this claim through a
systematic comparative analysis of the exegeses themselves, highlighting their points
of divergence. The present study contends that such a comparative approach is the most
effective way to demonstrate their ijtihadi character.

Method

Given the plurality of Shi‘i narrative exegeses, this study focuses on six prominent
works: three early exegeses from the late 3rd/early 4th century AH—T7afsir al-Qum-
mi (attributed to “AlT ibn Ibrahtm al-Qummi), 7afsir al- ‘Ayyashi, and Tafsir Furat al-
Kiifr—and three later works—al/-Safi by Mulla Muhsin Fayd al-Kashani (d. 1091 AH),
al-Burhan by Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrani (d. 1107 AH), and Nur a/-Thagalayn by ‘Abd
‘All al-Huwayz1 (d. 1112 AH). By comparing these texts and identifying their points
of substantive divergence, the study elucidates how their authors exercised ijtihad in
jurisprudential, theological, and Quranic matters. Only cases representing significant
differences in perspective or approach are presented.

Results

The comparative analysis reveals clear divergences among these six exegeses across
eleven key issues:
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Jurisprudence: 1) Interaction with Rulers: Later exegeses show a more
nuanced approach, citing narrations that permit such interaction under certain
conditions, unlike earlier works which primarily cited prohibitions. 2) Friday
Prayer: Later authors detail the conditions for its obligation, an aspect absent
in early exegeses. 3) Land Tax (Kharaj): Later exegetes, especially Fayd al-
Kashani, treat this topic more extensively. 4) Khums: Al-Bahrani provides de-
tailed lists of items subject to khums, reflecting the maritime context of his re-
gion.

Theology: 5) Prophetic Infallibility: 7afsir al-Qummi includes narrations
seemingly challenging infallibility, while later exegetes critically engage with or
omit such reports. 6) Quranic Inimitability (I'jaz): Early exegeses are silent
on the Quran's challenge (tahaddr) to opponents, while later works discuss it
extensively.

Quranic Sciences: 7) Meccan/Medinan Classification: Al-Safi cites
more exceptions than Tafsir al-Qummi. 8) Abrogation (Naskh): Al-"Ayyashi’s
treatment of abrogation in verses concerning peace and war differs markedly
from others. 9) Textual Integrity: Fayd al-Kashani stands alone in explicitly re-
jecting the notion of textual corruption (fahrif). 10) Variant Readings (Qira’at):
Early exegeses link variant readings to claims of corruption, whereas later ones
(notably al-Huwayzi and Fayd al-Kashani) treat gira ‘at as an independent disci-
pline, citing the canonical seven and fourteen readings. 11) Occasions of Reve-
lation (Asbab al-Nuziil): Al-Bahrani demonstrates a clear selectivity, favoring
narrations that highlight the virtues of Imam ‘Alf and critique his opponents.

Conclusions

The comparison demonstrates that early and later Shi‘i narrative exegeses diverge
significantly on eleven fundamental issues across three domains. These divergences
are not accidental but are evidence of authorial ijtihad. Three major contextual factors
explain these differences: 1) The rise of the Safavid dynasty, which transformed Shi‘i
political jurisprudence and attitudes toward state interaction. 2) The development of
Shi‘i theological thought, particularly before and after the rationalist Baghdad School.
3) The adoption of al-Tabrist’s Majma ‘ al-Bayan as a key source by later exegetes like
al-Huwayz1 and Fayd al-Kashani, which influenced their methodological and substan-
tive approaches to Quranic sciences.
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Abstract

semantic study of the Qur’anic lexis, which is so wisely embed-
A ded within the coherent structure of its surahs, facilitates ac-
cess to an integrated network of the Book's profound meanings.
Each surah is formed with a specific discursive structure, its
lexical system purposefully organized to serve its pedagogical intent.
Adopting an analytical approach with a focus on lexical semantics, this
study examines the cognitive mechanisms underpinning steadfastness in
Jaith amid trial and suffering within Stirah al-Burij. The findings indicate
that the surah’s lexical system is meticulously designed in alignment with
its core discourse—fortifying faith amidst adversity. Through unique lexi-
cal choices such as al-buriij (the constellations), al-maw ‘iid (the Promised
Day), shahid and mashhiid (witness and witnessed), shahid (martyr),
ashab al-ukhdiid (the companions of the trench), qu‘ad (sitting), intigam
(retribution), batsh (seizure), muhit (encompassing), mahfiiz (preserved),
and al-fawz al-kabir (the great success), it instills a message of persever-
ance. Further analysis reveals that the surah’s lexical field is organized
within a protective framework; the lexical items operate not in isolation
but within an interconnected network linked to the surah’s discursive con-
text, thereby representing deeper layers of the functionality of enduring
faith.

Cite this article: Homeirany, M.; Zareifar, E. (2025). The Lexical System of Strah
al-Burtij Based on the Cognitive Mechanisms of Steadfastness in Faith. Quranic
Doctrines, 22(42), 259-293. https://doi.org/10.30513/qd.2025.7213.2596
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

As divine revelation, the Qur’an possesses textual coherence, discursive harmony,
and purposeful linguistic organization, where its words, phrases, and syntax are not
random but are arranged according to a divine wisdom that serves each surah’s pedagog-
ical intent. Consequently, a profound comprehension of the Qur’anic message—espe-
cially at the surah level—requires attention to intra-textual relations, lexical networks,
and semantic linkages within the surah’s discursive framework. The central inquiry of
this study is: how is the lexical system of Siirah al-Buriij organized based on cognitive
mechanisms that promote steadfastness in faith, and how does it aid in consolidating
the believer’s faith when confronting tribulation, violence, and suffering? The primary
objective is to elucidate the role of this lexical system in activating such cognitive mech-
anisms. Secondary objectives include: (1) identifying the surah’s core vocabulary and
semantic networks, (2) analyzing their connection to the surah’s discursive structure,
(3) explaining the psychological and cognitive functions of these terms in redefining
suffering, faith, and destiny, and (4) demonstrating how Qur’anic language enhances
believers’ spiritual resilience in crises. A review of scholarship shows that while studies
on Surah al-Buriij exist, none have specifically analyzed its lexical system through the
lens of cognitive mechanisms for steadfastness. The hypothesis posits that the selection
and arrangement of lexis in this surah deliberately serve a discourse that fortifies faith
under pressure, rooted in cognitively activated mechanisms.

Method

This qualitative research employs an analytical-descriptive approach centered on
Stirah al-Burij as an independent discursive unit. Data comprise the surah’s verses and
semantic analyses of its lexis drawn from authoritative linguistic, exegetical, and lin-
guistic studies. The procedure involved: first, analyzing the surah’s central theme and
dominant discourse; second, extracting its key lexical items; third, systematically ex-
amining their semantic relations, collocational patterns, and discursive connections at
the macro level. Research stages included: (1) extraction of key terms, (2) mapping of
semantic networks, (3) analysis of lexical-discursive integration, and (4) explanation of
the cognitive and psychological functions of the lexis within the discourse of steadfast-
ness.

Results

Findings demonstrate that the lexical system of Strah al-Burij is organized in a delib-
erate, non-random manner. Structural analysis reveals two complementary discourses:
(1) The discourse of tribulation and suffering (verses 1-11), employing terms like ukh-
diid (trench), nar (fire), qu'id (sitting), and shuhiid (witnesses) to frame suffering with-
in concepts of testimony and divine oversight. (2) The discourse of divine power and
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encompassing authority (verses 12-22), utilizing terms such as batsh shadid (severe sei-
zure), ghafiir wadiid (Forgiving, Loving), dhii al-‘arsh al-majid (Possessor of the Glo-
rious Throne), and lawh mahfiiz (Preserved Tablet) to achieve cognitive stabilization
and psychological reassurance. The analysis’s validity rests on intra-textual coherence,
recurring lexical patterns, and consistency with the surah’s overarching discursive struc-
ture.

Conclusions

The study concludes that Siirah al-Burij possesses a coherent, purpose-driven lexical
system. Its key terms form an integrated network serving the surah’s central discourse:
steadfastness in faith during trials. The structural interplay of two discourses—one nar-
rating believers’ oppression, the other affirming divine omnipotence and final justice—
activates a cognitive-supportive mechanism. This mechanism operates by ascribing
meaning to suffering, reinforcing hope in the “great success” (al-fawz al-kabir), and re-
defining the power-faith dynamic, thereby stabilizing the believer’s faith in crisis. Thus,
Stirah al-Burdj exemplifies the Qur’an’s guiding linguistic function in providing psy-
chological and spiritual support. Practical implications include applying this Qur’anic
linguistic model in educational, religious psychology, and resistance discourse studies.
Future research could extend this comparative analysis to other Meccan surahs.
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Abstract
he phenomenon of repetitive narration in the Quran, particu-
T larly within its stories, has prompted inquiries into its ratio-
nale. Do these repetitions and variations indicate textual inco-

herence and the existence of multiple traditions, or do they

serve as evidence for a significantly later compilation and human inter-
vention in the Quran's composition? Furthermore, is this phenomenon
contrary to the conventions of the revelation era, or is it akin to ancient
Semitic literature and pre-Islamic poetry? One prominent theory is Wans-
brough's hypothesis of multiple traditions, which posits a later compila-
tion of the Quran. This theory has been subject to extensive critique and
analysis by scholars. This study first examines the views of Islamic think-
ers on repetition in the Quran. It then critiques Wansbrough's theory by
referencing counter-arguments from other scholars. Evidence such as the
Qur'an's oral nature, the existence of repetition in ancient texts and pre-Is-
lamic poetry, the intra-textual relationship and function of repeated stories
across different contexts, and their evaluation within the macro-structure
of the surahs is presented to refute Wansbrough's justification for these
repetitions. Ultimately, the research demonstrates that the repetitions in
the Quran are not only justifiable but are also consistent with its literary
and historical characteristics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

An analysis of exegetical trends shows that during certain periods, the primary focus of
Quran commentators was directed towards gathering exegetical reports and compiling nar-
rative exegetical works. One of the most fundamental reasons for adopting such an approach
is the rational and transmitted evidence indicating the prohibition of tafsir bi’l-ra’y (interpre-
tation based on personal opinion). Based on this prohibition, it is evident in the perspective
and writings of some early Shi‘i exegetes that they considered any form of interpretation
other than narrative exegesis to fall under tafsir bi’l-ra’y. Attention to the sensitive period
of the Minor Occultation of the Imam of the Time (aj), the lack of access to the Imam
and the significant challenges faced by Shi‘i scholars, as well as the compilation of hadith
collections by Sunni scholars and the effort to preserve the narrative heritage of the Ahl al-
Bayt (as) and to defend and safeguard Shi‘i beliefs through interpreting Quranic verses by
collecting these narrations in confrontation with non-Shi ‘i sects, reveals other dimensions of
the factors leading to the compilation of narrative exegeses. Most authors in the field of Shi‘i
exegetical methods and trends have considered narrative exegeses to be non-ijtihadi, claim-
ing that their compilers, without any personal reasoning, merely collected narrations that
often refer directly to parts of the words and phrases of the verses. In this article, we intend to
refute the aforementioned view and to analyze the distinguishing aspects of these exegeses
in jurisprudential, theological, and Quranic science issues as evidence of the ijtihad practiced
by their authors. Numerous works have been written about Shi ‘i narrative exegeses. In some
of these works, the manifestations of ijtihad by the authors of Shi‘i narrative exegeses have
not been addressed at all, and in others, although this issue has been addressed, it has not
been done through a comparative analysis of these exegeses and attention to their points of
distinction. However, in the authors' opinion, the best way to prove the ijtihadi nature of Shi‘i
narrative exegeses is to compare them with each other and to pay attention to the differences
in their authors' approaches to various subjects.

Method

The multiplicity of Shi ‘i narrative exegeses led to the selection of six famous works in this
field as the scope of the research: Tafstr al-Qummi attributed to ‘Alf ibn Ibrahtm al-Qummi,
Kitab al-Tafstr of al-* Ayyashi, Tafsir Furat al-Kafr*—all three belonging to the late third and
early fourth centuries AH—along with al-Saft by Mulla Muhsin Fayd Kashani (1007-1091
AH), al-Burhan* by Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrant (1050-1107 AH), and Nir al-Thagalayn by
‘Abd ‘Al1 al-Huwayzi (d. 1112 AH). Then, through comparing these exegeses and noting
their points of distinction, the manifestations of ijtihad by the authors of Shi‘i narrative exe-
geses in the fields of jurisprudential, theological, and Quranic science issues are explained.
In explaining the distinguishing aspects, only cases where there is a serious distinction and
difference in the type of perspective and views of these exegeses have been mentioned.
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Findings

Regarding the issue of the permissibility or impermissibility of interaction with the ruler,
a fundamental difference in the approach of later exegeses is observable. Unlike early exe-
getes, in addition to citing narrations that warn against interaction with the ruler, they have
turned to citing narrations that, under certain conditions and for specific interests, permit in-
teraction with the ruler. Concerning the issue of Friday prayer, the approach of later exegetes
in stating the conditions for the obligation of Friday prayer is notable—something not seen
in early exegeses. On the issue of land tax (*kharaj*), the more prominent attention paid by
the authors of later exegeses, especially Fayd Kashani, to the issue of kharaj from various an-
gles compared to the authors of early exegeses is noteworthy. On the issue of khums, a more
fundamental difference is observable in al-Bahrant's approach compared to other exegetes.
He elaborately cited narrations specifying what khums applies to—cases that are somewhat
related to the geographical conditions of his place of residence and proximity to the sea. The
distinction of these exegeses on the issue of the infallibility of the prophets is manifested
in the citation of narratives incompatible with prophetic infallibility in Tafsir al-Qummi,
versus the critical approach of other exegetes, particularly the authors of later Shi‘i narra-
tive exegeses—al-Huwayzi, al-Bahrani, and Fayd—in dealing with these narrations. On the
issue of the inimitability (i‘jaz) of the Quran, the authors of early Shi‘i narrative exegeses
did not speak of the Quran's challenge (tahadd1) or objections regarding its human origin;
they only spoke of the adversaries' accusation concerning attributing the matter of “Alt’s (as)
guardianship to the Prophet personally and not considering it divine. In contrast, the authors
of later Shi‘i narrative exegeses spoke extensively about the inimitability of the Quran. In
the discussion of Meccan and Medinan verses, a fundamental difference is the increase in
the number of excepted verses in al-Saft compared to Tafsir al-Qummi. On the issue of abro-
gation (naskh), one of the fundamental distinctions is the differing extent to which exegetes
address the abrogation of verses of peace by verses of fighting, which is specifically seen
in al-*Ayyasht's approach compared to other exegetes. The existing distinction on the issue
of the distortion (tahrtf) of the Quran is that Fayd Kashani, unlike the other five exegetes,
holds the position that the Quran has not been distorted. On the issue of variant readings
(qira’at), although early exegeses contain narrations that are somehow tied to the issue of
variant readings, the authors' purpose in citing such narrations was to prove the occurrence
of distortion in Quranic verses, not to present a discussion titled "variant readings." In con-
trast, al-Huwayzi and Fayd, authors of later narrative exegeses, in addition to the readings
attributed to the Ahl al-Bayt (as) and the Companions of the Messenger of God (s), have
also considered the readings of the seven and fourteen canonical reciters. On the issue of
the occasions of revelation (asbab al-nuzil), a serious distinction is visible in al-BahranT's
approach. He insists on selecting narrations that highlight the virtues of Imam ‘Al (as) and,
in contrast, censure his opponents, especially the first three caliphs and the daughters of the
first and second caliphs.

Conclusions

A comparison of the six famous early and later Shi‘i narrative exegeses showed that these
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exegeses are distinct from each other in eleven fundamental issues in the fields of juris-
prudential, theological, and Quranic science discussions. These distinctions represent the
exercise of ijtihad by the authors of these exegeses. Considering the totality of influential
contexts behind the distinguishing aspects of Shi‘i narrative exegeses, it can be understood
that although various factors were involved, the role of three factors in explaining why these
exegeses differ is more fundamental. The establishment of the Safavid state as a turning
point in the history of Shi‘i political jurisprudence, the evolution of Shi‘i theological thought
before and after the rationalist Baghdad school, and the adoption of al-TabrisT’s Majma‘
al-Bayan as a source by the authors of later Shi‘i narrative exegeses, especially al-Huwayzi
and Fayd Kashani, are three prominent factors that respectively played a more serious role
in explaining the distinctions of Shi‘i narrative exegeses in jurisprudential, theological, and
Quranic science issues.
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Abstract

ne of the arguments posited by Suha in his book "Naqd al-
0 Qur’an"(Critique of the Quran) to support the claim of
Qur’anic appropriation of pre-Islamic ideas is the alleged
recurrence of a thematic element from a poem attributed to
Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl within the Qur anic text. He contends that
since this concept appears in the poetry, the corresponding Qur anic
expression must have been derived from it. A fundamental method for
refuting this claim is to scrutinize the authenticity of the poem's attri-
bution to its purported pre-Islamic author. If this attribution is unreli-
able, the foundational premise for asserting the poem’s chronological
priority and the Qur’'an’s alleged borrowing from it collapses. This
study conducts a meticulous source-critical analysis (asnad) of all ex-
tant transmission chains (turuq) of the verse. The findings demonstrate
that all chains are either disconnected (magqtii ) or, in their most com-
plete form, converge upon narrators from the Zubayrid family (Al Zu-
bayr)—a group with a clear historical motive to fabricate merits for
their lineage. Key transmitters, including Sa ‘td ibn Zayd (a known
fabricator) and Hisham ibn ‘Urwabh, further undermine the narration’s
credibility. Consequently, the poem’s attribution to Zayd ibn ‘Amr is
highly dubious and cannot substantiate Suha’s claim. This research
highlights the necessity of rigorous historiographical analysis in re-
sponding to modern polemics against the Qur’an.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In his controversial work "Naqd al-Qur’an," Suha advances the thesis that the Quran
derived certain concepts from pre-Islamic Arabian thought. As evidence, he cites a poetic
verse attributed to the pre-Islamic figure Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl, which contains the
term "dahaha" (spreading the earth), also found in the Quran (Surah al-Nazi‘at, 79:30). Suha
argues that this demonstrates the borrowing of a pre-existing “flat earth” cosmological con-
cept. The validity of this argument hinges entirely on the secure attribution of the poem to
a pre-Qur’anic poet. This study aims to perform a critical source analysis (dirayah) of the
transmission chains of this specific poem to evaluate the soundness of Suha’s historical evi-

dence and, by extension, his overarching claim.

Method

This research employs a historical-critical and biographical (rijal) methodology. It sys-
tematically collates all extant citations of the poem from primary sources across multiple
genres: Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir), historical chronicles, biographical dictionaries (sTyar), and
literary anthologies. Each citation’s chain of transmission (isnad) is extracted, mapped, and
analyzed. The reliability of every narrator in these chains is assessed based on classical Sunni
and Shi ‘i biographical evaluations (kutub al-rijal). The ultimate criterion is the existence of
a continuous, credible chain (isnad muttasil sahih) linking the poem definitively to Zayd ibn
‘Amr.

Findings

The investigation reveals that no reliable chain of transmission exists:
Disconnected Transmissions: Citations in major exegetical and lexical works (e.g., via
al-Mubarrad and Ibn Barr1) are transmitted without complete chains (maqt@i* or mursal).

Convergence on the Zubayrid Network: The most detailed chains, found in Ibn
Ishaq’s al-Maghazi (via al-Bakka'1) and al-Isfahant’s al-Aghani, invariably trace back
to a core group of narrators: Hisham ibn ‘Urwah « “Urwah ibn al-Zubayr «— Sa‘id ibn
Zayd. All are members or affiliates of the Zubayrid family, which was politically and
ideologically opposed to the Umayyads and later the ‘Abbasids, and had a documented
motive to fabricate material glorifying their ancestor (al-Zubayr ibn al-°Awwam) and his
companions.

Biographical Deficiencies: Central narrators are critically weak. Sa‘id ibn Zayd
is implicated in fabricating the "Hadith of the Ten Promised Paradise" (al-‘Ashrah
al-Mubashsharah). Hisham ibn ‘Urwah is accused of tadlis (obfuscation in transmis-
sion). Ibn Ishaq himself is criticized for sourcing material from the Zubayrid family and
for occasionally composing poetic lines for historical figures.

PrE
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Conclusions

The attribution of the poem in question to the pre-Islamic poet Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl
is critically unsubstantiated. All available evidence flows through fragmented or ideolog-
ically compromised channels. Therefore, the poem cannot serve as valid evidence for the
pre-Qur’anic existence of the concept "dahaha," and Suha’s argument for Qur’anic borrow-
ing from this source is invalid. This study underscores the importance of applying classical
Islamic source-critical disciplines to modern polemical claims, demonstrating that many
such claims falter under rigorous historical scrutiny.
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Abstract

upplication (Du'a’), as an innate form of worship arising from the
S depths of human existence, holds a central position in Islamic texts,
particularly the Holy Qur’an and the Sahifa al-Sajjadivya. This
study focuses on verse 62 of Sirat al-Naml — “Is He not [best] who
responds to the distressed one (al-mudtarr) when he calls upon Him...?” — to
examine the mechanisms through which the state of distress (halat al-idtirar)
influences the acceptance of supplications and to elucidate its concomitant
spiritual and psychological fruits. Employing a descriptive-analytical method
and library research, the findings reveal that distress is not merely an external
condition for response; rather, it catalyzes a profound inner transformation
that paves the way for divine response. The novel contribution of this research
is the formulation of a “Five-Stage Model of Transition from Distress to Accep-
tance,” derived from a meticulous analysis of the sacred texts. This model
comprises the following stages: 1) The realization of helplessness and humili-
ty; 2) The expression of helplessness through earnest imploration; 3) Despair
from all other-than-God and the heart’s detachment from created means; 4)
Attainment of sincerity (ikhlas) and purity of intention; 5) Divine proximity
(qurb) and the acceptance of the supplication.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Typically, humans, absorbed in worldly affairs, become heedless of God and preoccupied
with material causes. However, when afflicted by tribulation and reduced to a state of dis-
tress (mugdtarr), they turn to God in supplication (cf. Qur’an 39:8). The core inquiry of this
study is: What precise role does this state of helplessness and distress play in facilitating the
resolution of one’s affairs and the fulfillment of needs, and how does it lead to the divine
acceptance of supplication? The Qur’an explicitly identifies distress as a state in which sup-
plication is answered: “Is He not [best] who responds to the distressed one (al-mudtarr) when
he calls upon Him...?”” (Qur’an 27:62). Thus, distress represents a pivotal turning point that
leads to answered prayer. The specific problem this article addresses is: What mysteries re-
side within the state of distress that render the subsequent acceptance of supplication certain?
The research aims to uncover the dynamics of this process so that, through understanding it,
one may cultivate this state during supplication and thereby seek the gem of divine response.
An exegetical (tafsiri) approach is adopted to analyze the verse’s text and its interpretive im-
plications. The discussion on whether the supplication of every distressed person is certainly
answered hinges on the grammatical analysis of the definite article *al-* in al-mudtarr. Three
main possibilities are examined by commentators: 1) The article denotes a generic meaning
(any distressed person); 2) It denotes universality (all distressed persons), though some con-
dition this on God’s will; 3) It denotes a specific referent (e.g., the polytheists in context). Re-
gardless of this grammatical point, narrations from the Infallibles (‘a) citing “O Responder
to the call of the distressed!” affirm the definitive response to the one in distress. The novel
focus of this research is to explain what secret within distress ensures this response—a point-
less elaborated by classical exegetes. Following the hypothesis of scholars like Tabataba'i,
who attributes the response to the sincerity and truthful inward state achieved when one
despairs of all natural causes and turns purely to God, this study seeks to corroborate this by
synthesizing relevant Qur’anic verses, narrations, and the devotional discourse in the Sahifa
al-Sajjadiyya, thereby extracting the intrinsic process from distress to acceptance.

Method

This qualitative research employs a descriptive-analytical and content analysis methodol-
ogy. The scope of the study includes Qur’anic commentaries on the relevant verses, the Sahi-
fa al-Sajjadiyya, and narrations related to the concepts of idtirar and istijabah. The research
process involved: A) Data Collection: Gathering relevant Qur’anic verses and excerpts from
the Sahitfa al-Sajjadiyya using software tools, along with collecting major exegeses of verse
27:62. B) Conceptual Content Analysis: Semantic analysis of key terms (idtirar, du‘a’, istija-
bah) from Qur’anic and narrational perspectives, examination of the literary and conceptual
structure of verse 27:62, and analysis of themes related to distress in the Sahtfa. C) Synthesis
and Validation: Comparing findings from exegeses and the Sahifa, extracting the process of
distress’s impact on acceptance, and validating the synthesized information.

Por
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Findings

The state of distress befalls a person when trials exceed their capacity for patience, in-
ducing profound agitation. It is at this moment they call upon their Lord with their entire
being, and it is for this moment that God has promised response. The causes of distress can
be internal or external. Based on verse 27:62 and corroborated by other Qur’anic verses
and the Sahifa, the research articulates a five-stage process through which distress leads
to acceptance: 1) The Realization of Helplessness upon the onset of the distressing cause;
2) The Expression of Helplessness through weeping and seeking refuge; 3) Despair from
all other-than-God and the heart’s detachment from secondary means; 4) Attainment of the
Station of Sincerity (ikhlas) and Truthfulness of intention. With the realization of this stage,
the necessary conditions are complete, supplication is answered, and, beyond mere response,
God may even facilitate the believer’s vicegerency on earth. This process is rigorously doc-
umented and analyzed through the primary sources.

Conclusions

When a person reaches the extremity of distress in their trials, this state of perceived help-
lessness reminds them of God’s court and ultimately, through presence before the Truth
and attaining the station of truthfulness (sidq), the acceptance of supplication is realized.
Consequently, tribulations serve as an opportunity to return to God and emerge from the
veil of heedlessness. Distressed supplication is, in essence, a form of pure servitude wherein
the individual gains a renewed consciousness of God’s essence—this awakening from the
slumber of neglect being the very philosophy behind trials. The ultimate spiritual challenge
lies in preserving this awakened state to attain higher stations of faith.
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Abstract

his study critically examines Sgren Kierkegaard's radical fide-
T ist interpretation of Prophet Abraham's intended sacrifice of
his son. Kierkegaard, in Fear and Trembling, presents this act
as a "teleological suspension of the ethical" based on pure,
non-rational faith. By analyzing the character and preaching methodolo-
gy of Prophet Abraham as depicted in the Qur'an through the lens of crit-
ical thinking standards (e.g., clarity, logic, fairness), this research chal-
lenges Kierkegaard's view. The findings demonstrate that Abraham’s
arguments against idolatry consistently exemplify rational discourse and
critical thought. Consequently, his ultimate submission to God’s command
is reinterpreted not as a suspension of reason but as the apex of a rational-
ity grounded in a deep, critically derived understanding of God's essential
attributes. The study concludes that the Qur’anic narrative affirms a har-
mony between informed faith and critical rationality, thereby invalidating
the application of pure fideism to this story.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Richard Paul and Linda Elder, influential thinkers in the field of critical thinking, have
proposed a set of "intellectual standards"—such as clarity, accuracy, depth, breadth, and
fairness—to evaluate the quality of thought and reasoning. Similarly, the teachings of Is-
lam strongly advocate for sound reasoning and reflection. However, fideist philosophers
like Seren Kierkegaard argue that certain religious narratives, such as God's command to
Prophet Abraham to sacrifice his son, exemplify actions based solely on faith, transcending
and even suspending rational justification. This research critically examines Kierkegaard's
radical fideist interpretation of this story by analyzing the character of Prophet Abraham as
depicted in the Qur'an against the components of critical thinking. The central question is
whether Abraham's compliance was an irrational act of "pure faith" or a rational submission
grounded in deep, critical understanding.

Method

This research adopts a fundamental, descriptive-analytical methodology. The primary
sources for analysis are the Qur'anic verses pertaining to Prophet Abraham and Kierkeg-
aard's work Fear and Trembling. The process involved:

1. Extracting and examining Qur'anic narratives about Prophet Abraham’s preaching
methods to identify elements of critical thinking.

2. Analyzing the core tenets of fideism as presented by Kierkegaard.

3. Conducting a comparative study of these two sets of components within the frame-
work of the sacrifice story.

Results

Abraham’s Critical Rationality: Analysis of the Qur'an reveals that Prophet Abraham
consistently employed logical argumentation, dialogue, and evidential reasoning in his en-
counters with polytheists and idolaters. His arguments demonstrate clarity, precision, rele-
vance, and logical coherence—key standards of critical thought.

Kierkegaard’s Fideist Stance: In Fear and Trembling, Kierkegaard posits Abraham as
the "knight of faith" who makes a "teleological suspension of the ethical." He argues that
Abraham’s decision resides in a sphere beyond universal moral reason and that any attempt
to rationalize the command betrays the essence of absolute, personal faith.

Core Contradiction and Finding: Contrary to Kierkegaard’s view, this study finds that
Abraham’s submission was not an abandonment of reason. It was, instead, the culmination
of a supreme rationality based on his comprehensive, critically acquired knowledge of God’s
unwavering attributes of Wisdom, Justice, and Mercy. His faith was conscious and informed.

FAY
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Conclusions

This research refutes the validity of applying Kierkegaard's theory of radical fideism to the
Qur’anic narrative of the sacrifice. It demonstrates that critical thinking and rational inquiry
are not incompatible with profound faith but form its foundation in the Islamic perspective.
The study confirms its hypothesis: Prophet Abraham’s action represented the pinnacle of
a rationality informed by deep knowledge, not the suspension of intellect. Theoretically, it
shows the utility of critical thinking frameworks for analyzing philosophical interpretations
of religious texts. Practically, it offers a model for reconciling faith and reason in educational
contexts.
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