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of Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei, based on his interpretation of verse 29 of Sirat al-Fath
(Q. 48:29), employing the method of thematic analysis. The findings indicate that this
paradigm transcends a mere political or security strateg§ and is instead framed within the
broader construct of "Islamic lifeworld" (zist-i islami) in the era of confrontation with the
global hegemonic system. It rests upon four pillars: justice, resoluteness against the enemy
(ashidda’ ‘ala al-kuffar), inner compassion (ruhama’ baynahum), and the affective bond
between the ruler and the people.“The ‘concept of ashidda’ signifies firmness and
impermeability vis-a-vis, thezglobal front of arrogance (istikbar), manifesting in three
dimensions: ideologieal, security-related, and social. The concept of ruhama’, conversely,
extends beyond mere emotional sentiment and is defined as an institutionalized social
obligation, encompassing rnational and trans-national (ummah) unity, general
benevolence, and support.for the oppressed. The most significant contribution of this
research is itsiwemphasis on the complementary linkage between the two pillars of
"severity" (shiddat) and "mercy" (rahmat) within the intellectual geometry of Martyr
Ayatollah Khamenei. These two reinforce one another: severity toward the enemy
provides the necessary security for the flourishing of internal mercy, while internal mercy
and unity,undergird external strength and resoluteness. The distinctive features of his
perspective,,in contrast to those of other scholars, lie in its system-building and
civilization-oriented approach, its concrete instantiation, and its governmental application
of'the verse. Unlike prevailing paradigms in international relations, it subordinates power
to religious values. The extracted model offers a wise, balanced, and pragmatic framework
for managing confrontation with enemies in the contemporary world, which—by avoiding
extremes—exhibits the lifeworld of a resilient and cohesive ummabh.
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