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Article type
Research Article

The existence of the vegetative soul as a Qur’anic teaching has been accepted or
argued for by many Qur’anic exegetes. These scholars classify the soul and nafs into

Article history: three categories: the vegetative soul, the animal soul, and the human soul. This study

Received aims to examine the extent to which this hypothesis is supported by the apparent
Received in revised form meaning of the Qur’anic verses.
Accepted

Available online Method(s): Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study investigates

whether the Qur’an’s apparent textual evidence supports the claim that the

vegetative soul constitutes a Qur’anic teaching. The central question is whether the

Keywords: vegetat}ve soul can be established as a Qur’anic doctrine on the basis of the apparent
term, . . .
te meanings of the verses, or whether such a conclusion cannot be derived from them.

Result(s): The findings indicate that the apparent meanings of the Qur’anic verses

neither establish nor negate the existence of a vegetative soul; rather, affirming its

existence requires evidence external to the Qur’anic text. In the Qur’an, the growth

. of plants is mentioned primarily as evidence supporting the intelligibility of
\ resurrection and divine oneness, with God presented as the principal agent of this
process. Factors such as the inherent capacities of plants and soil, together with water

as a life-giving element, contribute to the process of growth—including the splitting

of seeds, the emergence of vegetation, and the breaking forth of the earth.
Nevertheless, at no stage does the Qur’an provide evidence either affirming or

denying the existence of a vegetative soul. The rational arguments advanced for such

a soul are based on the alleged necessary connection between life and the possession

of a soul, which is itself a claim requiring justification. From an empirical

perspective, moreover, all stages of plant growth can be explained through physical

and natural processes.
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Conclusions: The processes involved in plant growth may be regarded as natural acts
attributable to natural agents. Accordingly, positing an independent entity beyond
the plant’s physical capacities is necessary only if a physical account proves

incapable of adequately explaining the processes of plant growth and development.
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