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Detailed Abstract
Introduction

Defense of life, religion, and homeland has long been a fundamental concern of human

societies, and people have employed various means to deter aggression and repel enemies.

The Holy Qur’an, in verse 60 of Sturat alAnfal, commands the believers to prepare whatever

this fatwa a fixed, unalterable primary ruling that specifies the“general verse, or is it a

secondary, changeable ruling arising from the occurrer?é ndary titles (such as

futility, harm, and waste)? While some previoys studies . ﬁthust 2013; Fadil
Lankarant, 2013; Sulaymant et al., 2021) have em\lh%ed e fixed and primary nature of

this fatwa, the present article, by distinguighiqg between the "use" and the "construction”
of nuclear weapons and by closely analyzi e Lgader's statements, offers a novel

of this fatwa.

approach to explaining the juris
Methodology

This research employ\a ' kapproach using qualitative content analysis. The

research population inc the Holy Qur’'an (particularly verse 60 of Siirat
alAnfal), related hadlt

regarding n lear and the opinions of Imami jurists in authoritative

offigjal statements and messages of Imam Khamene'1

Jurlsprudentlal a the (ustil) works. Sampling was conducted purposively based

on theo@ical ratl bata were collected through library research, referring to
authorit@] egeses (e.g., alMizan, Tafsiri Namiinah, Majma“ alBayan), hadith
colledgions (e.g., Wasa'il alShi‘a, alKafi), usiil sources (e.g., Kifayat alUsil, Usil alFigh
alMugar and the Leader's statements from his official website. Data analysis was
carried out in four steps: (1) identifying and extracting the implications of verse 60 of Siirat
alAnfal and its scope, (2) categorizing the Leader's statements according to "use" and
"construction" of nuclear weapons, (3) identifying the secondary titles inferred from the

statements (futility, harm, waste), and (4) analyzing the nature of the fatwa prohibiting



construction as a primary or secondary ruling, using usiili principles (such as the

prohibition of the means to a prohibited act, conflict of obligations, and the rule of tatarrus).
Findings

The findings indicate a fundamental distinction between the "use" and the "construction"

of nuclear weapons. In the Leader's statements, the prohibition of using nucf®ar weapons

nce).
April
and based
of the scope of

is presented as a primary, fixed, and permanent ruling (based on scriptural ¢vi
However, regarding construction, only in one instance (meeting with eulogi
2015) 1s a prohibition mentioned, and even that is grounded in ratio
on secondary titles such as "futility," "harm," and "waste." An exami
verse 60 of Siirat alAnfal shows that, due to its temporal u‘nive personal universality
(addressing all Muslims), and generic universality (the tef ! a@l encompassing all
military and nonmilitary tools), in normal circumstances it cat&‘ permission and even
necessity of preparing modern weapons for detefenc®Furthe re, usiilt analysis reveals
that the prohibition of the means (constmyctign) based on the rule of "the means to a

)
prohibited act is prohibited" is disputed athopg ingdt Imami ustlis, and the prohibition

of construction is of the directive 'rshﬁ) ubject to rational criteria that may change

with changes in subject and circ es. Evidence such as the conditioning of
nonconstruction on other ommitments, the incidental nature of the titles of

futility, harm, and Wast and thgegrounding of the legal prohibition on rational judgment,

all support the secondar is fatwa. Finally, the possibility of fatwa modification

i1s explored i scenah}‘ as the use of tactical nuclear weapons (with limited
destructive radi habited deserts, or the occurrence of emergency situations
caused bxthe e n cl&r threat, drawing on the rules of tatarrus and tazahum (conflict
ofyobligatio

Conelusion

Th&findings indicate that the fatwa prohibiting the construction of nuclear weapons,
in the view of Imam Khamene'1, is a secondary ruling arising from the occurrence of
secondary titles such as futility, harm, and waste, and if these titles cease to exist, its
modification to permissibility is possible. Under such circumstances, the general

implications of verse 60 of Surat alAnfal and other encouraging evidence regarding the



preparation of modern weapons for deterrence would serve as the basis for jurisprudential
deduction. This article can be considered a step toward reexamining the analysis of the
nuclear fatwa, redefining its jurisprudential nature, and providing grounds for

reconsidering the nuclear doctrine of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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