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the Qur’an, raised by several Orientalists (Western scholars of Islam)—particularly in
relation to the standardization of the Uthmanic codex (Mushaf of ‘Uthman)—has emerged
as one of the most intricate, far-reaching, and controversial topics in modern Qur’anic
studies. This issue has acquired a distinctive place not only*within comparative theology,
but also in the domains of textual criticism, historicallinguistics, and the history of
transmission of sacred texts.

Recent research in this field primarily employs modern philological, codicological, and
hermeneutical approaches to.examine the textual and historical authenticity of the Qur’an
in comparison with other Semitic,religious scriptures. From the perspective of such
scholarly currents, understanding,the process through which the current Qur’anic corpus
took shape requires'meticulous @evaluation of historical data, variant readings (qira’at), and
ancient Qur’anic manuscripts\.

Among the Orientalists who have paid particular attention to this subject, James A.
Bellamy stands out as a prominent and influential figure. In his well-known article entitled
“Some Proposed Emendations to the Text of the Koran,” Bellamy adopts a critical
approach to the Qur’anic text and proposes a hypothesis suggesting that certain instances
of.visualor auditory error (taghif) may have occurred during the transmission process.
Inhis\analysis, Bellamy cites the Qur’anic phrase “sab‘an mina al-mathani” as an example
of such textual phenomena, arguing that it originally existed in the form “shay’an mina
al-matali.” He attributes this change to graphical confusion in the early representation of
Arabic letters, composed at a time prior to the introduction of diacritical marks and vowel
notation. According to Bellamy, in the early stages following the compilation of the
Qur’an, such orthographic ambiguities could have facilitated inadvertent misreadings or
mis-transmissions of certain words.

To substantiate his thesis, Bellamy draws upon several methods:

1. Comparative Semitic linguistics, including Arabic, Hebrew, and Aramaic, to
uncover root connections and potential phonetic shifts;

2. Historical study of Qur’anic readings and manuscript variants, especially early
codices written in Kufic and Hijazi script;

3. Morphological, phonetic, and semantic analysis of terms to evaluate whether the
proposed emendation coheres meaningfully with the broader context of the
verse.

Although Bellamy’s theory has encountered strong criticism from Muslim scholars—many

of whom regard it as based on linguistic conjecture lacking reliable manuscript evidence—
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his work can nevertheless be situated within a broader academic movement seeking to
reexamine the history of the Qur’an’s evolution and transmission through the lens of
interlingual and textual-critical studies. In fact, such inquiries—even when controversial—
reflect the expanding scope of Qur’anic research within the global academic sphere and the

ongoing dialogue between Islamic tradition and Western scholarship.

Method(s): In response to this perspective, the present study adopts an analytical—critical
approach structured around three principal axes:

1. Historical examination of the reports and documentary evidence concerning the
compilation of the Qur’an during the Prophet’s lifetime and in the subsequent
period;

2. Linguistic and semantic analysis of the key (lexical elements in the verse under
discussion, aimed at clarifying their etymological origins and usage within both
Qur’anic and broader Arabic contexts;

3. Intra-textual and structural analysis of the verse, focusing on the coherence of its
meaning and its interrelationship with other,verses of the Qur’an, particularly

within Sirat al-Hijr.

Result(s): The findings of the studysindicate that:Bellamy’s position relies predominantly
on limited and one-dimensional textual ‘analyses, without sufficient consideration of the
oral transmission (tawatur) of the\Qur’an, its linguistic and structural inimitability (i‘jaz),
and the historical context ofiits revelation and the compilation of the ‘Uthmanic codex.

A thorough examination of historical sources and available data reveals that no credible or
substantive evidence supports the hypothesis of any scribal alteration or textual corruption
insthe Qur’an*On the'eontrary, the abundant oral traditions, the precise documentation of
canonical readings\(qira’at), and the rigorous scholarly preservation within the Muslim
community throughout the centuries collectively affirm the stability and textual integrity of

the Qur’anic corpus.

Conclusions: Consequently, Bellamy’s claim proves untenable both historically and
linguistically, and moreover methodologically deficient. It fails to present any persuasive
challenge to the robust and well-established system of Qur’anic preservation and
transmission, which is grounded in the principles of tawatur (mass oral continuity) and the

consensus of the Muslim ummah.
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