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Introduction

Social pressure is one of the most important factors influencing human behavior, beliefs, and attitudes.
Through processes such as conformity, compliance, and obedience, it\can*lead individuals to accept a
group’s views or behavior without direct coercion. Despite the extensive attention that psychological and
sociological research has devoted to these processes;some internal and less-studied mechanisms of social
pressure, including admiration arising from numeriecal*abundance, require further investigation. This
phenomenon refers to a situation in which the'numerical prevalence of a group or phenomenon, merely
because of its large number, generates attractiveness, confers legitimacy, and increases an individual’s
susceptibility to submission. The'Holy Qur’an, by emphasizing the invalidity of numerical abundance as a
criterion of truth, provides a basis«for understanding this mechanism. Focusing on Verse 100 of Surah al-
Ma'’idah,“ Say, the impure and'the pure are not equal, even though the abundance of the impure may amaze
you,” the presentistudy seeksito discover the underlying law governing social pressure and to explain two
behavioral pathways : submission to majority pressure and resistance to it.

Research Method

The present study employed Islamic qualitative content analysis in two stages : “general understanding” and
“scientifie,understanding” of religious texts. In the first stage, the method of general understanding of
religious texts (Pasandideh, 1399 SH) was employed, with emphasis on the semantics of individual words
and compounds, contextual indicators, and textual context, and the views of Qur’anic exegetes concerning
the verse were examined. In the second stage, the method of scientific understanding of religious texts

(Pasandideh, 1400 SH) was used to identify the ontological realities and underlying rules of the verse.



Moving beyond the description of the explicit content of the text and shifting from “what” to “why,” this
method was implemented through five steps: problem identification, component analysis, foundational
analysis, and law discovery; the first step of this process is the shift in approach from what to why. In
problem identification, the social-psychological problem underlying the verse was identified.
Subsequently, the components of the text and the foundations of each component were extracted, and the
relationships among them were analyzed in order to discover the underlying law governing the“problem.
Findings

In the general understanding section, the analysis showed that three perspeetives can'be_identified in the
interpretation of the verse. Each exegete approaches the meaning from a different perspective, yet
ultimately points to a common truth. Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi views the verse in connection with the
preceding rulings and considers it a response to a common justification : thatdhe widespread occurrence of
an improper behavior could be taken as a justification for engaging in it.\In his view, khabith and tayyib
have broad applications, and admiration here refers to a state of being deceived by social prevalence. Sayyid
Qutb goes further and transforms the verse inte a fundamental value principle: in the Qur’anic logic,
numerical superiority is never a criterion of truth; a belieying community should not lose its self-possession
in the face of the widespread manifestations of falsehood. In Allameh Tabataba'i’s view, the verse has an
even more general character, asithough it presents a universal example of the enduring principle that truth
is the criterion of validity even when'its followers are few, because final judgment rests on sound reason
and the truth-oriented ordenof existence, rather than on the preferences of the majority. The convergence
of these three interpretations,is that “admiration” constitutes a point of vulnerability in the human process
of judgment: a moment when the individual turns away from the criterion of truth and attends instead to
numericalsweight, The differences among these interpretations lie primarily at the analytical level: one
emphasizesythe educational and behavioral function, another the identity-forming and civilizational
messagey.and the third the rational and ontological foundation. Yet all three warn that even when the
numerical abundance of the impure is striking and dazzling, it can never place the impure on a par with the
pure.

In the scientific understanding section, the findings showed that Verse 100 of Surah al-Ma’idah contains,
beyond a moral recommendation, an explanatory structure concerning social pressure arising from

numerical abundance and admiration of the majority. Analysis of the verse revealed five components: (1)



the inequality of the impure and the pure, (2) admiration of numerical abundance, (3) God-consciousness
and self-regulation, (4) deep thinking, and (5) the promise of success. Foundational analysis of these
components further revealed six anthropological and ontological foundations. First, phenomena have a dual
dimension, possessing both a statistical dimension and a value dimension. Second, there is a dual evaluative
system through which phenomena may be evaluated either on the basis of their nature and value or on the
basis of their number and abundance. Third, admiration exists as an internal process that can influence an
individual’s evaluation and choice when confronted with numerical abundance. Fourth, there is\a béhavioral
regulatory system that enables individuals to restrain this influence and regulate their'behavior according
to a divine criterion. Fifth, reasoning and deep thinking constitute the capacity to move beyond appearances
and numerical abundance and attend to the truth and value of phenomena. Sixth,'evaluation of consequences
and ultimate outcomes makes individuals sensitive to the results ofitheir choices. Accordingly, the
underlying law of the verse can be formulated in terms“of the necessity of giving value-based and
substantive evaluation precedence over numerical evaluation,\together with regulated resistance to
admiration arising from numerical abundance.

The most important finding of the study was'the discovery of the underlying law governing Verse 100 of
Surah al-Ma'idah in explaining admiration\ arising from numerical abundance. By establishing
relationships among the six foundations derived from the verse, four laws related to the psychological
mechanism of admiration were identified.

The first law showed that admiratien is not a self-generated phenomenon; rather, it is influenced by the
individual’s evaluative system. Human beings can evaluate phenomena according to either a numerical
criterion or a substantiveé=value criterion. Numerical evaluation highlights abundance and creates the
conditions; for admiration of the majority and increased social susceptibility, whereas value-based
evaluation shifts attention from numerical quantity to the nature and quality of the phenomenon, thereby
redirecting admiration from “abundance” to “value.”

The second law showed that admiration is controllable and is influenced by the behavioral regulatory
system. The activation of taqwa as a God-oriented self-regulatory system enables the individual to control
admiration of the majority and prevent submission resulting from it. Conversely, weakening this system

creates conditions for unregulated admiration and increased conformity to the majority.



The third law concerns the role of consequence and outcome evaluation in the re-regulation of admiration.
Attention to the consequences of behavior distances the individual from an emotional and imitative response
and, by shifting attention from immediate attraction to the ultimate outcome, enables the individual to
regulate and moderate admiration.

The fourth law showed that the evaluative system itself is influenced by the level of cognition and depth of
thought. Superficial and narrow cognition reinforces superficial and numerical evaluation, whereas deep
thinking strengthens value-based and consequence-oriented evaluation.

Accordingly, the underlying law of the verse can be formulated as follows : Theé deepera person’s cognition
and the more value-oriented and consequence-oriented their evaluation, the less¢likely they are to
experience admiration arising from numerical abundance, and the greater their capacity to resist social
pressure; conversely, the more superficial, numerical, and present-oriented.their evaluation, the greater the
likelihood of admiration for the majority and social conformity.
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