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Abstract

he obligation of jihad, in general terms, is one of the essential rul-
T ings of Islam, rooted not only in the Quran and prophetic traditions
but also supported by reason and rational human conventions.
However, what the Muslim world severely suffers from today is sui-
cide operations carried out under the name of jihad fi sabil Allah in public
places, mosques, and holy shrines. This issue has unjustly led to accusations of
violence and terrorism against Muslims and the Islamic creed, portraying Is-
lam as a militant religion. The problem intensifies when some individuals at-
tempt to ground such acts in religious teachings, seeking to prove their legiti-
macy at various levels of obligation, recommendation, or tradition. Therefore,
scholarly critique of such theories is essential. This study, using a descrip-
tive-analytical method and focusing mainly on Sunni exegeses and the views of
Sunni scholars and exegetes, critiques the Wahhabi scholar Muslim Joudat'’s
reliance on Quranic verses to legitimize such operations. An examination of
the verses permitting jihad and their interpretations in Sunni sources shows
that suicide operations among Muslims do not constitute an instance of jihad
fi sabil Allah and have no Quranic justification.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The obligation of jihad, in a general sense, constitutes a fundamental ruling in Islamic juris-
prudence—rooted in the Quran, Prophetic traditions, reason, and universal rational norms.
Nevertheless, the contemporary Muslim world suffers from the widespread phenomenon
of suicide operations, often carried out under the banner of jihad fi sabil Allah. These acts,
taking place in public spaces, mosques, and sacred shrines, have generated severe misper-
ceptions, associating Islam with extremism and violence and portraying it as an inherently
militant faith. This problem becomes even more critical when certain ideologues attempt to
ground such acts in religious legitimization, presenting them as either obligatory (wajib),
recommended (mandiib), or traditional (sunnah). A scholarly critique of such justifications is
thus indispensable. The present research intends to analyze Muslim Joudat’s reasoning and
Quranic citations in support of these operations, and to demonstrate—through textual and
interpretive analysis—that suicide attacks do not fall under the Quranic definition of jihad
fi sabil Allah.

Method

This research adopts a qualitative, library-based, and descriptive-analytical method. The
researcher assumes an impartial stance and employs an analytical method to elucidate the
central questions. Sources include the Quran, classical and modern Sunni tafsir literature,
and recent academic studies on jihad and martyrdom operations. Data collection was carried
out by extracting relevant passages from the works of Muslim Joudat and comparing them
with mainstream Sunni exegetical views. The analysis focused on the semantic and con-
textual examination of Quranic verses related to permission for jihad, the concept of kafir
(disbeliever), and the rules of combat (qital).

Results

An examination of the Quranic usage of kafir (disbeliever) and ‘adu Allah (enemy of
God) reveals that branding a person who has professed the shahadatayn (Islamic declaration
of faith) as a kafir lacks religious validity. Furthermore, the Quran does not sanction com-
bat (gital) against non-Muslims except in the case of active combatants (kuffar harbiyytin).
Once polytheists or disbelievers embrace faith—or verbally declare it as in the case of the
hypocrites during the conquest of Mecca—their life and property are protected under Islamic
law. The textual analysis of verses granting permission for jihad shows that they address
circumstances of defensive warfare or resistance against aggressive enemies, not preemptive
or self-destructive acts. In several instances, adversaries of Islam had exceeded conventional
hostility, thereby justifying a defensive response. The Quran also explicitly promotes peace,
reconciliation, and justice as guiding principles in intergroup relations.

Islam’s acknowledgment of the right to self-defense corresponds with universal human and
international norms. Nevertheless, the default Quranic principle in dealing with non-Mus-
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lims is that of dignified peace rather than hostility. By logical extension, when engaging
with fellow Muslims regardless of sectarian affiliation, the Quran’s emphasis on unity and
harmony renders violent suicide operations between Muslims entirely illegitimate. Such acts
not only distort the radiant image of Islam but also hinder its propagation, squander human
resources, and aid external forces seeking dominance over the Muslim community.

Conclusions

The study concludes that the Quran provides no basis whatsoever for legitimizing suicide
operations. Joudat’s attempt to associate these acts with jihad fi sabil Allah results from
a misinterpretation of the Quranic context and a disregard for Islamic ethical principles.
True jihad—rooted in justice, defense, and the preservation of life—cannot be equated with
operations that deliberately target non-combatants or fellow Muslims. Instead, Islam advo-
cates a powerful yet peaceful coexistence, making such Takfiri-inspired acts fundamentally
anti-Quranic and anti-humanitarian.
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