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ABSTRACT

\

Article type: One of the new ways to understand the text of tlk Quran is to use
semiotic tools to discover the codes that activate the mechanisms of
meaning production in the text. Surah Al-Fajrfis one of the richest Surahs
of the Quran in the field of semiotics. This research, relying on Roland
Barthes' theory of five codes, has analytically examined the hermeneutic,
functional, symbolie, cultural, and semantic codes in this Surah. The aim
of this study is to discover, the hidden semantic structures at different
levels of semantic layers and t6‘analyze the. symbolic relations existing in
the linguistic, historical'and intertextual layers of the verses. Based on the
findings of this study, hermeneutic codes show that by posing riddles
resulting from the repeated ‘oaths at the beginning of the surah, the
occurrence of the resurrection'is considered an undeniable matter. Action
codes indicate that eventually the rebellious people like Pharaoh, Ad and
Thamud will face divine wrath, while actions that are in the form of divine
blessings and a'reward for the good doers are also expressed. Semantic
codes have created a wide semantic field for some words that expose the
audience to a set of semantic interpretations. Words like "Fajr", which is
aSeemingly temporal word, have become one of the most densely

(semantic words in the surah. By recalling the history of tribes and rebels,
cultural codes encourage people to avoid arrogance and undesirable
actions that will ultimately lead to bad consequences. Finally, symbolic

\ codes seek to create a clear picture of semantic layers by creating

semantic contrasts..
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Abstract (Extended)

Introduction

In examining literary texts, we encounter multiple layers of meaning, and linguistics offers the
most effective tools for uncovering semantic relations and establishing connections among
these layers. The Holy Qur’an—beyond its guiding function—is a linguistic and semantic text
that contains complex layers of structure, meaning, and message. In recent decades, the
expansion of interdisciplinary approaches, especially semiotics, has opened new pathways for
analyzing and discovering meanings within the Qur’anic text. Semiotics, as one of the major
linguistic and semantic approaches, has gained a significant place in Qur’anic studies. One of
the modern methods for understanding the Qur’an is the use of semiotic tools to uncover the

codes that activate meaning-making mechanisms within the text. Surah al-Fajr is among the
richest Qur’anic chapters in terms of semiotic analysis .

This study, drawing on Roland Barthes’ theory of the five codes, analytically examines the
hermeneutic, proairetic (action), symbolic, cultural, and semantie'.codes in this surah. Focusing

on Surah al-Fajr, the research aims to explore the proeesses of meaning production and the

mechanisms of signification in light of Barthes’ five-code theory. According to this influential

theory, a text is not merely a collection of signs but a dynamic.netwerk of semantic relations.
These codes include the hermeneutic code (questions ‘and narrative suspense), the proairetic
code (actions and events), the symbolic code (oppositionsi;and metaphors), the cultural code
(historical and social references), and the semantic code (lexical connotations.(

Method
Using a descriptive-analytical method and applying Barthes’ theoretical model, Surah al-Fajr

is examined as a multilayered text in order to identify the five codes—hermeneutic, proairetic,
symbolic, cultural, and,semantic—and to.explainthe relationships among them. The verses are
analyzed based on linguistic structures, oppositions, and intertextual references to achieve a
deeper understanding of the'conceptual space of the surah.

Data and Findings

Within the hermiéneutic code, the opening oaths of the surah function as initial enigmas that
invite reflection on the themes of resurrection and divine justice. The proairetic code highlights
the contrast.between good and evil; the fate of rebellious nations such as ‘Ad, Thamiid, and
Pharaoh is narrated as the consequence of their negative actions, while righteous deeds receive
divine reward, .

The semantic code reveals expansive semantic fields for key terms such as al-fajr, which

transcends its purely temporal meaning and becomes a symbol of manifestation, renewal, and
spiritual illumination. The cultural code, by revisiting historical and ethical patterns, serves a
preventive and guiding role, calling the audience to avoid arrogance and injustice. Finally, the
symbolic code organizes the deep semantic structure of the surah through oppositions such as
light vs. darkness, reward vs. punishment, and faith vs. arrogance .

The proairetic code further emphasizes that the ultimate fate of tyrants like Pharaoh, ‘Ad, and
Thamiid is divine retribution, while divine blessings and rewards are presented as outcomes of
righteous action. The semantic code creates a wide field of meaning for certain words, exposing
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the reader to multiple layers of interpretation; for example, al-fajr, though seemingly a temporal

term, becomes one of the densest semantic nodes in the surah. The cultural code, by recalling
the stories of past nations and their rebellion, encourages avoidance of arrogance and immoral
behavior that inevitably leads to destruction. The symbolic code ultimately seeks to illuminate
the surah’s deeper layers of meaning through semantic oppositions.

The overall finding of the study is that Surah al-Fajr, through its complex system of semiotic

codes, constructs a coherent semantic architecture aimed at awakening the audience and
emphasizing justice and resurrection. This approach demonstrates that semiotics is not only a
tool for textual analysis but also a means of uncovering the hidden divine layers within the
Qur’an.

Keywords: Surah al-Fajr, Qur’anic Semiotics, Roland Barthes, Five «Codes, Discourse
Analysis.
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