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Contemporaty

One of the most challenging issues in Quranic interpretation is understanding the verses
related to divine attributes, especially those that seelﬁngly resemble human physical
characteristics. The concept of "*Ayn"(eye) is among such terms that appear in several
Quranic verses and may suggest a corporeal understanding. This study aims to analyze
exegetical views on "‘Ayn Allah," trace thethistorical development of these interpretations,
and explain the role of theological tqdencies in shaping them. Using a descriptive-
analytical and comparative method, the research examines Shiite and Sunni commentaries
through a library-based approach. Interpretations are categorized into three groups: literal-
affirmative, allegorical (ta’wili), and other approaches. Diagrams and tables illustrate the
interpretive_shifts ‘across petiods. Findings reveal that exegetical orientations play a
decisive role in,shaping commentators’ understandings of such verses. In the classical
period, a wide range of interpretations—especially allegorical ones like bi-mar’a min-na
(undery, Our watch),  bi-hifzina (under Our protection), and bi-‘ilmina (with Our
knowledge)—are prominent. Both Shiite and Sunni commentators of this era display
efforts to avoid attributing physicality to God. Depending on their narrative, theological,
iterary, or mystical inclinations, they offer diverse and sometimes multiple meanings. In
contrast, the contemporary period is marked by reduced interpretive variety and a
predominant focus on the meaning bi-hifzina, which is especially common in social,
rational, literary, and pedagogical commentaries. This interpretive convergence reflects the
exegetes' attempt to articulate Quranic meanings in light of modern religious thought and

contemporary intellectual needs.
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