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Abstract

olitical negotiation is one of the most crucial and common tools
P of diplomacy for reaching agreements between states in vari-
ous domains, including diplomatic relations and foreign policy.
It plays a key role in the peaceful attainment of the demands,
interests, and ideals of the negotiating parties. Every state, in seeking a
favorable agreement with either allies or adversaries, must adhere to its
own religious and legal frameworks during the negotiation process. The
Holy Quran presents principles and strategies for the negotiation of Is-
lamic governments with both friendly and hostile states. However, these
principles and strategies have not been explicitly and systematically artic-
ulated and categorized; they must be inductively derived and presented
based on evidence from books of Quranic exegesis. Therefore, this re-
search employs a descriptive-analytical method, referring to Quranic lex-
icons and exegetical works to collect and categorize verses related to ne-
gotiation, extracting from their meanings the relevant principles and
strategies. According to the findings of this study, the negotiation strate-
gies from the perspective of the Holy Quran are: pre-negotiation strate-
gies, intra-negotiation strategies, post-negotiation strategies, and strate-
gies common to all three stages. All these strategies fall under four
overarching principles: The Principle of Monotheism and Guardianship
(Tawhtd and Wilayah); The Principle of Dignity and Authority; The Prin-
ciple of Justice-Seeking and Anti-Oppression; and The Principle of Wis-
dom and Expediency.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The noble religion of Islam, with its characteristic of finality, has programs and strate-
gies for all spheres of life. One of the fundamental challenges for any government is the
manner of interaction with foreign states and the preservation of national independence
in international relations. Given the primacy of peace-seeking in the Holy Quran, nego-
tiation as a tool of diplomacy for securing national interests is an undeniable necessity.
The primary objective of this research is to investigate the revelatory teachings of the
Holy Quran to extract strategies for negotiation with the enemy, thereby delineating a
divinely-guided path and framework to prevent the intrusion of personal preferences. A
review of the research background reveals that, despite existing works in the form of
books, theses, and articles by scholars such as Ayatollah Javadi Amuli, most of their
perspectives have been jurisprudential or political in nature. The existing scholarly gap
is the absence of research focused solely on Quranic verses and exegetical sources on
this subject. Therefore, the innovation of the present research lies in its focus on the
Quranic point of departure and the presentation of a Quranic model that classifies all
strategies under four foundational principles. This study, through the method of analyz-
ing verses and commentaries, provides a Quranic and Islamic framework for managing
the negotiations of Islamic governments and securing their interests.

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method. The procedure is as follows:
by referring to and studying lexicons of the Holy Quran—such as Muhammad Fu’ad
‘Abd al-Baqt's al-Mu‘jam al-Mufahras, Akbar Hashem1 Rafsanjant's Farhang-e Qur’an,
Sayyid Ahmad Khatami's Farhangnameh-ye Mawdii 1-ye Qur’an-e Karim—along with
personal research and contemplation by the researchers in the Holy Quran, the required
and relevant information and reports were gathered, a list of topics was obtained, and
then through meticulous study of exegetical books, note-taking, categorization, analy-
sis, and synthesis, the final text of the research was written.

Findings

Based on a systematic investigation of verses, exegeses, and Quranic lexicons, the
findings of this research confirm the hypothesis that the Holy Quran provides, beyond
ethical recommendations, a coherent strategic system for negotiation. The qualitative
data extracted from the text of the Holy Quran are organized into four core categories,
comprising the principles of "Monotheism and Guardianship (Tawhid and Wilayah),"
"Dignity and Authority," "Justice-Seeking and Anti-Oppression," and "Wisdom and Ex-
pediency."
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The analysis of the findings indicates that the extracted strategies cover all four stages
of negotiation (pre-negotiation, intra-negotiation, post-negotiation, and strategies com-
mon to all three stages). The validity of these findings is established through reliance
on divine verses and authoritative exegetical sources. Among the prominent qualitative
indicators in these findings is the priority of peace-seeking over conflict, while simul-
taneously adhering to the rule of "negation of means (Nafy al-Sabil)" and "prevention
of enemy domination." These results show that desirable Islamic negotiation, unlike
secular models, is not necessarily based solely on material benefit; rather, preserving
monotheistic identity and Islamic dignity takes priority.

Conclusions

Negotiation is one of the most important and common tools of diplomacy for resolv-
ing disputes and achieving the interests and demands of states and countries. By investi-
gating the verses of the Holy Quran, its exegeses, and lexicons, the following principles
and strategies can be proposed and presented for conducting desirable negotiations by
an Islamic government with other states and governments:

The strategies for negotiating with the enemy from the perspective of the Holy Quran
are explained and categorized under four headings: pre-negotiation strategies; intra-ne-
gotiation strategies; post-negotiation strategies; and strategies common to all three stag-
es. Furthermore, these four-stage strategies can be classified and summarized under four
principles:

a. The Principle of Monotheism and Guardianship;

b. The Principle of Dignity and Authority;

c. The Principle of Justice-Seeking and Anti-Oppression;

d. The Principle of Wisdom and Expediency.

The principles of negotiation with the enemy from the perspective of the Holy Quran,
according to the evidence of this research, are as follows:

a. The Principle of Monotheism and Guardianship: According to this principle,
Islamic countries must participate in the negotiation process in such a way that their
treaty or agreement does not ultimately lead to exiting the sphere of monotheism and
falling under the banner of the Taghiit (false deities/tyranny) and enemies. Three of the
mentioned strategies fall under this principle: i) Entrusting affairs to God (reliance on
divine power), ii) Ensuring negotiation does not lead to the domination of enemies and
arrogant powers (negation of means), and iii) Ensuring negotiation does not lead to a
guardian relationship with enemies and arrogant powers (adherence to the rule of Tawlt
and TabarrT — alliance and disassociation).

b. The Principle of Dignity and Authority: By adhering to this principle, the nego-
tiation of Islamic countries with the enemy will proceed in a manner that, throughout
all stages, preserves the authority of Islam and the Islamic community. By maintaining
the grandeur and majesty of the Islamic state in the eyes of the enemy, the grounds and
necessities for conducting a desirable negotiation for the Islamic government are easily
provided. Essential strategies under this principle include: i) Strengthening spiritual dig-
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nity and material authority, ii) Conducting negotiation from a position of strength and
stating terms explicitly, iii) Reciprocity.

c. The Principle of Justice-Seeking and Anti-Oppression: [slamic countries must
always seek justice in all political, military, economic, and other spheres. This principle
remains constant in negotiation as well. Therefore, Islamic governments must initially
seek to establish peace and amity, and when reaching an agreement, they must avoid ac-
cepting treaties that foster oppression. The strategies of this principle are: i) Prioritizing
peace-seeking over conflict, ii) Observing (mutual) respect, and iii) Ensuring negotia-
tion does not lead to oppression or the empowerment of oppressors.

d. The Principle of Wisdom and Expediency: According to this very important prin-
ciple, Islamic governments are obliged to act in all stages of negotiation in a way that
causes no harm to the Islamic society and government. Rather, the agreement should be
such that it maximizes the gains and addresses the maximum needs of the Islamic state.
The strategies of this principle are: i) Documenting duties and results, ii) Paying atten-
tion to preliminary dialogues, iii) Emphasizing commonalities, iv) Utilizing opportuni-
ties created through negotiation, v) Flexibility alongside steadfastness, vi) Maintaining
vigilance against the enemy and not trusting them, and vii) Avoiding deception and
treachery.
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