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Abstract

his study critically examines Sgren Kierkegaard's radical fide-
T ist interpretation of Prophet Abraham's intended sacrifice of
his son. Kierkegaard, in Fear and Trembling, presents this act
as a "teleological suspension of the ethical" based on pure,
non-rational faith. By analyzing the character and preaching methodolo-
gy of Prophet Abraham as depicted in the Qur'an through the lens of crit-
ical thinking standards (e.g., clarity, logic, fairness), this research chal-
lenges Kierkegaard's view. The findings demonstrate that Abraham’s
arguments against idolatry consistently exemplify rational discourse and
critical thought. Consequently, his ultimate submission to God’s command
is reinterpreted not as a suspension of reason but as the apex of a rational-
ity grounded in a deep, critically derived understanding of God's essential
attributes. The study concludes that the Qur’anic narrative affirms a har-
mony between informed faith and critical rationality, thereby invalidating
the application of pure fideism to this story.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Richard Paul and Linda Elder, influential thinkers in the field of critical thinking, have
proposed a set of "intellectual standards"—such as clarity, accuracy, depth, breadth, and
fairness—to evaluate the quality of thought and reasoning. Similarly, the teachings of Is-
lam strongly advocate for sound reasoning and reflection. However, fideist philosophers
like Seren Kierkegaard argue that certain religious narratives, such as God's command to
Prophet Abraham to sacrifice his son, exemplify actions based solely on faith, transcending
and even suspending rational justification. This research critically examines Kierkegaard's
radical fideist interpretation of this story by analyzing the character of Prophet Abraham as
depicted in the Qur'an against the components of critical thinking. The central question is
whether Abraham's compliance was an irrational act of "pure faith" or a rational submission
grounded in deep, critical understanding.

Method

This research adopts a fundamental, descriptive-analytical methodology. The primary
sources for analysis are the Qur'anic verses pertaining to Prophet Abraham and Kierkeg-
aard's work Fear and Trembling. The process involved:

1. Extracting and examining Qur'anic narratives about Prophet Abraham’s preaching
methods to identify elements of critical thinking.

2. Analyzing the core tenets of fideism as presented by Kierkegaard.

3. Conducting a comparative study of these two sets of components within the frame-
work of the sacrifice story.

Results

Abraham’s Critical Rationality: Analysis of the Qur'an reveals that Prophet Abraham
consistently employed logical argumentation, dialogue, and evidential reasoning in his en-
counters with polytheists and idolaters. His arguments demonstrate clarity, precision, rele-
vance, and logical coherence—key standards of critical thought.

Kierkegaard’s Fideist Stance: In Fear and Trembling, Kierkegaard posits Abraham as
the "knight of faith" who makes a "teleological suspension of the ethical." He argues that
Abraham’s decision resides in a sphere beyond universal moral reason and that any attempt
to rationalize the command betrays the essence of absolute, personal faith.

Core Contradiction and Finding: Contrary to Kierkegaard’s view, this study finds that
Abraham’s submission was not an abandonment of reason. It was, instead, the culmination
of a supreme rationality based on his comprehensive, critically acquired knowledge of God’s
unwavering attributes of Wisdom, Justice, and Mercy. His faith was conscious and informed.
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Conclusions

This research refutes the validity of applying Kierkegaard's theory of radical fideism to the
Qur’anic narrative of the sacrifice. It demonstrates that critical thinking and rational inquiry
are not incompatible with profound faith but form its foundation in the Islamic perspective.
The study confirms its hypothesis: Prophet Abraham’s action represented the pinnacle of
a rationality informed by deep knowledge, not the suspension of intellect. Theoretically, it
shows the utility of critical thinking frameworks for analyzing philosophical interpretations
of religious texts. Practically, it offers a model for reconciling faith and reason in educational
contexts.
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