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Abstract

semantic study of the Qur’anic lexis, which is so wisely embed-
A ded within the coherent structure of its surahs, facilitates ac-
cess to an integrated network of the Book's profound meanings.
Each surah is formed with a specific discursive structure, its
lexical system purposefully organized to serve its pedagogical intent.
Adopting an analytical approach with a focus on lexical semantics, this
study examines the cognitive mechanisms underpinning steadfastness in
Jaith amid trial and suffering within Stirah al-Burij. The findings indicate
that the surah’s lexical system is meticulously designed in alignment with
its core discourse—fortifying faith amidst adversity. Through unique lexi-
cal choices such as al-buriij (the constellations), al-maw ‘iid (the Promised
Day), shahid and mashhiid (witness and witnessed), shahid (martyr),
ashab al-ukhdiid (the companions of the trench), qu‘ad (sitting), intigam
(retribution), batsh (seizure), muhit (encompassing), mahfiiz (preserved),
and al-fawz al-kabir (the great success), it instills a message of persever-
ance. Further analysis reveals that the surah’s lexical field is organized
within a protective framework; the lexical items operate not in isolation
but within an interconnected network linked to the surah’s discursive con-
text, thereby representing deeper layers of the functionality of enduring
faith.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

As divine revelation, the Qur’an possesses textual coherence, discursive harmony,
and purposeful linguistic organization, where its words, phrases, and syntax are not
random but are arranged according to a divine wisdom that serves each surah’s pedagog-
ical intent. Consequently, a profound comprehension of the Qur’anic message—espe-
cially at the surah level—requires attention to intra-textual relations, lexical networks,
and semantic linkages within the surah’s discursive framework. The central inquiry of
this study is: how is the lexical system of Siirah al-Buriij organized based on cognitive
mechanisms that promote steadfastness in faith, and how does it aid in consolidating
the believer’s faith when confronting tribulation, violence, and suffering? The primary
objective is to elucidate the role of this lexical system in activating such cognitive mech-
anisms. Secondary objectives include: (1) identifying the surah’s core vocabulary and
semantic networks, (2) analyzing their connection to the surah’s discursive structure,
(3) explaining the psychological and cognitive functions of these terms in redefining
suffering, faith, and destiny, and (4) demonstrating how Qur’anic language enhances
believers’ spiritual resilience in crises. A review of scholarship shows that while studies
on Surah al-Buriij exist, none have specifically analyzed its lexical system through the
lens of cognitive mechanisms for steadfastness. The hypothesis posits that the selection
and arrangement of lexis in this surah deliberately serve a discourse that fortifies faith
under pressure, rooted in cognitively activated mechanisms.

Method

This qualitative research employs an analytical-descriptive approach centered on
Stirah al-Burij as an independent discursive unit. Data comprise the surah’s verses and
semantic analyses of its lexis drawn from authoritative linguistic, exegetical, and lin-
guistic studies. The procedure involved: first, analyzing the surah’s central theme and
dominant discourse; second, extracting its key lexical items; third, systematically ex-
amining their semantic relations, collocational patterns, and discursive connections at
the macro level. Research stages included: (1) extraction of key terms, (2) mapping of
semantic networks, (3) analysis of lexical-discursive integration, and (4) explanation of
the cognitive and psychological functions of the lexis within the discourse of steadfast-
ness.

Results

Findings demonstrate that the lexical system of Strah al-Burij is organized in a delib-
erate, non-random manner. Structural analysis reveals two complementary discourses:
(1) The discourse of tribulation and suffering (verses 1-11), employing terms like ukh-
diid (trench), nar (fire), qu'id (sitting), and shuhiid (witnesses) to frame suffering with-
in concepts of testimony and divine oversight. (2) The discourse of divine power and
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encompassing authority (verses 12-22), utilizing terms such as batsh shadid (severe sei-
zure), ghafiir wadiid (Forgiving, Loving), dhii al-‘arsh al-majid (Possessor of the Glo-
rious Throne), and lawh mahfiiz (Preserved Tablet) to achieve cognitive stabilization
and psychological reassurance. The analysis’s validity rests on intra-textual coherence,
recurring lexical patterns, and consistency with the surah’s overarching discursive struc-
ture.

Conclusions

The study concludes that Siirah al-Burij possesses a coherent, purpose-driven lexical
system. Its key terms form an integrated network serving the surah’s central discourse:
steadfastness in faith during trials. The structural interplay of two discourses—one nar-
rating believers’ oppression, the other affirming divine omnipotence and final justice—
activates a cognitive-supportive mechanism. This mechanism operates by ascribing
meaning to suffering, reinforcing hope in the “great success” (al-fawz al-kabir), and re-
defining the power-faith dynamic, thereby stabilizing the believer’s faith in crisis. Thus,
Stirah al-Burdj exemplifies the Qur’an’s guiding linguistic function in providing psy-
chological and spiritual support. Practical implications include applying this Qur’anic
linguistic model in educational, religious psychology, and resistance discourse studies.
Future research could extend this comparative analysis to other Meccan surahs.
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