Analytical—Critical Study of Sunni and Shi‘i Exegetes’ Views on Divine Kayd and Istidraj:
A Lexical and Theological Approach

Abstract
Divine descriptive attributes in the Qur'an—because they employ human-like terminology—have
consistently been a focal point of debate in interpreting and analyzing the nature of God's
attributes. This challenge arises from the concern of either ascribing morally reprehensible actions
to God or falling into the trap of anthropomorphism. The present study specifically investigates
the verbs kayd (scheming) and istidraj (gradual entrapment) and ‘examines“the possibility of
attributing them to God. Employing an analytical—critical methodology, it evaluates the exegetical
perspectives of fifteen prominent commentators representing diverse Islamic traditions.
To this end, the study first provides a philological and Qur'anic analysis of the two concepts. It
then classifies the exegetical opinions into six distinct, approaches, assessing them through
semantic, theological, and interpretive criteria. The findings“indicate.that attributing kayd and
istidraj to God can be justified on two complementary grounds: first, that these verbs are
linguistically free from inherent meral reprehensibility;iand second, that even if they carry a
negative connotation, their Qur'anic usage denotes actual, reactive, and just actions that occur
within the framework of divine retribution and guidance. Consequently, the interpretations that
understand these actions asigenuine, wise,sand consistent with the divine order align more closely
with the apparent meaning of the verses, the principles of monotheism, and rational foundations.
In contrast, interpretations relyings on figurative re-interpretation, rhetorical resemblance
(mushakalah), metaphor, or.deterministic theological premises lack the necessary conceptual and

theological coherence.
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