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Abstract

Thomas Robert Malthus, through his "scarcity of resources" theory, posited that population grows
at a geometric rate, whereas resources increase only arithmetically. Consequently, human societies
would eventually face a widening gap between needs and productive capacity, leading to poverty,
famine, and disease as natural balancing mechanisms. This theory has formed the basis for
numerous global policies on population control, resource.distribution; and development planning.
The present study, adopting an analytical approach, critically examines Malthus’s theory from the
perspective of the Qur’an. The findings indicate that Malthus’s model 4s not merely a statistical
framework but reflects a specific worldview that requires  epistemological critique and a
redefinition of its foundational concepts in light of Qur’anic teachings. From the Qur’anic
perspective, Malthusian theory faces several fundamental shortcomings. First, the assumption of
a lack of wisdom and divine provision in nataure contradicts Qur’anic teachings, which depict
resources as abundant, manifestations of divine grace, and inherently accessible to humanity.
Sustenance (rizq) is certain and divinely ordained, and-humansactions directly influence access to
divine blessings; hence, poverty is,primarily a human and social phenomenon, which the Qur’an
emphatically urges societies to.address. Furthermore, the portrayal of humans as selfish consumers
conflicts with their Qur’anic role as responsible vicegerents (khulafa’) on earth. Accordingly,
population is not merely.a threat buta.potential opportunity for the prosperity and development of
the earth.

Keywords: Resource searcity, Malthus, Qur’an, Population, Sustenance (Rizq)
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