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Abstract
he jurisprudential verses of the Holy Quran, despite possessing
T aesthetic dimensions, have mostly been examined only from the
perspective of deriving legal rulings. This study, employing a
descriptive method and rhetorical analysis with a focus on the
verses of hijab, seeks to demonstrate that these verses, in addition to their
Jjurisprudential implications, employ a complex and purposeful network of
rhetorical devices and figures of speech that directly enhance the persua-
sive, educational, and ethical aspects of the rulings. The results indicate
that artistic imagery in these verses is neither accidental nor merely deco-
rative, rather, in complete harmony with the context of legal legislation, it
serves as an underlying and effective layer to facilitate understanding,
emphasize importance, and create psychological readiness in the audi-
ence to accept religious obligations. Accordingly, figurative and aesthetic
capacities such as metonymy (kinayah), simile (tashbih), irony, verbal and
semantic multiplicity, omission, repetition, contrast, grammatical shift
(iltifat), and mushakalah (assimilation) were identified and analyzed in
these verses, each constituting a link in the chain of textual coherence and
a factor in completing the process of semantic signification. The innova-
tion of this research lies in integrating rhetorical studies with the jurispru-
dential content of the Quran and explaining the persuasive-educational
functions of figures of speech in the verses of rulings (Ayat al-Ahkam).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The jurisprudential verses of the Quran, especially those related to hijab, have typically been
examined in exegetical and jurisprudential traditions solely from the perspective of deriving
legal rulings, with little attention paid to their artistic and aesthetic dimensions. This is despite
the fact that the Quran, even in legislating rulings, possesses a literary and rhetorical structure,
and its jurisprudential messages are conveyed within a framework of imagery, verbal music,
and artistic devices. From this perspective, the verses of hijab are not merely a set of behavioral
commands but part of an educational-persuasive text that, through rhetorical devices, prepares
the audience to understand and accept the ruling.

The main question of this research is: How do the verses of hijab convey their meaning
and message, and what role do rhetorical devices play in strengthening the educational and
persuasive dimension of the ruling? The importance of this issue lies in the fact that in the con-
ventional approach to Ayat al-Ahkam (verses of rulings), the artistic structure of these verses is
often overlooked, resulting in a one-dimensional image of the ruling on hijab. Paying attention
to rhetorical layers can provide a deeper understanding of the relationship between ruling, ed-
ucation, and artistic expression in the Quran.

This research is based on the premise that the jurisprudential verses of the Quran cannot be
fully understood apart from the general context of the surahs and the rhetorical context of the
discourse. Therefore, the verses of hijab have been examined in connection with context, syn-
tactic relations, word order, and rhetorical devices to show how simile, metonymy, repetition,
and iltifat (grammatical shift) shape the persuasive framework of these verses. Preliminary
analysis indicates that these devices are not merely literary ornaments but purposeful tools for
tempering the atmosphere of legislation, creating indirect persuasion, highlighting the mes-
sage, and preparing the audience’s mind.

The aim of the research is first to explain the aesthetic aspects of the verses of hijab and
then to establish a link between rhetorical and jurisprudential Quranic studies—a link that can
lead to a more multi-layered and humane rereading of the ruling on hijab and shed light on the
educational capacities of these verses.

Method

This research is descriptive-analytical and based on the method of rhetorical study of the
Quran. In the first step, the verses related to hijab in Strat al-Nur and Surat al-Ahzab were
collected and then examined using the "exemplary analysis" method; that is, each rhetorical de-
vice was identified in the text of the verse, after which its educational and persuasive function
in connection with the legislation of the ruling on hijab was explained.

In the analysis section, four core rhetorical devices related to the verses of hijab—metonymy
(kinayah), simile (tashbth), repetition (takrar), and grammatical shift (iltifat}—were selected.
The criteria for selection were frequency of use, structural role in conveying the ruling, and the
persuasive capacity of these elements. For each case, a rhetorical definition was first provided,
followed by Quranic examples. The analysis is primarily based on a "layered reading" method:
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each verse is examined on three levels—"meaning," "linguistic structure," and "educational
function"—to clarify how the artistic components of the verse contribute to strengthening the
jurisprudential message.

Results

The findings show that the verses related to hijab in the Quran, contrary to common belief,
have a thoroughly artistic and rhetorical structure, and literary devices are purposefully em-
ployed to reinforce the jurisprudential message. The analysis of four main devices found in
the text—metonymy, simile, repetition, and iltifat—demonstrates that these elements are not
decorative embellishments but educational and persuasive tools.

1) Metonymy (Kinayah): Conveying the Message without Explicit Threat

Metonymy in the verses of hijab is mostly used to create "gentle persuasion." Expressions
such as "inna Allaha khabirun bima yasna‘tin" (Indeed Allah is aware of what they do) appear
to be informative but indirectly imply warning and accountability. This method distances the
discourse from verbal harshness and makes the educational message more influential.

2) Simile (Tashbih): Pictorializing the Ugliness of Prohibited Behavior

The simile "tabarruj al-jahiliyyah al-tila" (the display of the former jahiliyyah) in Surat
al-Ahzab is an example of visual warning. This image highlights the ugliness of excessive
self-display in the audience's mind and, by referencing "jahiliyyah," reminds of the danger of
moral decline. Simile in these verses relies on the power of "image" to consolidate meaning,
rather than direct argumentation.

3) Repetition (Takrar): Emphasis, Coherence, and Rhythm

In verse 31 of Siirat al-Niir, the repetition of pronouns and verbs both emphasizes the impor-
tance of the ruling and connects different levels of expression of the ruling, while also creating
a thythmic musicality that plays a decisive role in the oral transmission of the verse. These
repetitions make the structure of the verse unified and the message more memorable.

4) Grammatical Shift (Iltifat): Drawing Attention and Highlighting Key Points

Sudden changes in pronoun or address mode, seen in several verses, have a persuasive and
alerting function. By breaking the normal flow of language, it directs the audience's attention
to the more important part of the message and reinforces the sense of direct presence of divine
address.

Opverall, the findings indicate that the verses of hijab form a coordinated network of rhetor-
ical devices that support the jurisprudential dimension of the verses and elevate the message
from the level of behavioral command to the level of moral education and internal persuasion.

Conclusions

This research has shown that the verses related to hijab in the Holy Quran are not devoid
of artistic aspects; rather, they contain within themselves an orderly and purposeful network
of rhetorical and aesthetic devices that strengthen the jurisprudential message of the verses.
These devices, from metonymy and simile to repetition and iltifat, together form a "persuasive,
educational, and psychological framework" that prepares the audience to accept the ruling.

Based on the findings, it can be concluded that:

* The legislation of rulings in the Quran has an artistic nature, and aesthetics are an
inseparable part of the guidance process.
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* The verses of hijab are presented within an artistic context, and this makes the un-
derstanding of the ruling deeper and more humane.

» Ignoring the rhetorical layers of the verses of hijab leads to a one-dimensional read-
ing of hijab, whereas rhetorical analysis offers a multidimensional picture of this ruling.

* The aesthetics of the verses of hijab can strengthen the possibility of dialogue be-
tween rhetoric, exegesis, and jurisprudence and contribute to a more educational re-
reading of religious rulings.

In sum, this research emphasizes that the jurisprudential verses of the Quran, including the
verses of hijab, are only properly understood when, alongside meaning, ruling, and historical
and social context, they are also read as an "artistic-persuasive text." Such a reading is neither a
substitute for jurisprudence nor a rival to it, but a complement to it and a step toward a deeper
understanding of the Quran’s message for contemporary humanity.
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