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Abstract

The issue of Imamate (imamah) is one of the fundamental discussions in Islam-
ic theology and has consistently been the primary reason for the divergence of
beliefs between two major Islamic schools. Examining the Quranic evidence in
elucidating the status of the Imamate as a pivotal factor in the continuity of Is-
lamic teachings and guidance can be highly effective. This research, employing
a descriptive-analytical method and based on library resources, comparatively
investigates the Quranic proofs of appointed Imamate according to verses 2:124
(Surah al-Bagarah), 3:34 (of Al-'Imran), and 28:68 (Surah al-Qasas), and com-
pares the viewpoints of the two sects. The findings indicate that, from the Shia
(Imami) perspective, these three verses complement each other in affirming ap-
pointed Imamate, asserting that the appointment of Imams, like that of proph-
ets, is based on God’s absolute authority, and its connection with the progeny
(dhurriyyah) of the Infallibles necessitates the existence of an infallible Imam to
preserve religious teachings and guide the Muslim community. In contrast to the
Sunni view, which considers Imamate as a selectable and unconnected matter
to the concept of finality of prophethood (khatamiyyah), this study, based on the
aforementioned verses, presents the appointment of Imamate as a manifestation
of finality and a mechanism for the continuation of prophetic mission. A thorough
analysis of the concepts of "ja'l" (divine establishment), "dhurriyyah" (progeny),
and "ikhtiyar" (divine will) in these verses and their semantic interplay reveals
that Imamate is not a matter of human choice but, like prophecy, is an appoint-
ment by God. These findings align with Imami theological arguments affirming
the appointed Imamate of the Infallible Imams and its role in preserving khatami-
yyah, presenting a more coherent interpretation. The innovation of this research
lies in presenting a novel reading of the coherence and interrelation among these
three verses concerning the proof of appointed Imamate and its comparison with
Sunni perspectives.
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