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Abstract

espite their longstanding practical application in classical exe-
D gesis and renewed contemporary interest, comparative
(tatbiqt) and rapprochement-based (taqribt) exegesis have
been undertheorized. Given that comparison focuses on differ-
ences in interpretive opinions while rapprochement seeks common
ground, a precise analysis is needed to determine their compatibility. Us-
ing a descriptive-analytical method, this study finds that combining the
two approaches is untenable in two scenarios: first, when comparative
exegesis adopts a polemical or sectarian approach; second, when an ex-
tremist rapprochement-based stance leads to silence on verses subject to
sectarian disagreement. However, if comparative exegesis employs a bal-
anced rapprochement-based orientation to examine and critique interpre-
tive opinions, the two approaches can synergistically achieve their goals
without incurring methodological harms. Since the incompatible scenari-
os exacerbate differences and deviate from the core aims of exegesis, the
only path to an effective comparative and rapprochement-based interpre-
tation is their integrated application.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Qur’anic exegesis has been pursued through diverse approaches since the advent of
revelation, among which comparative (tatbiqr) and rapprochement-based (taqrib1) exe-
gesis hold distinct positions. Comparative exegesis, implicitly present in classical works
such as al-TabarT’s Jami‘ al-Bayan and Shaykh al-TaisT’s al-Tibyan, developed into an
independent, systematic discipline in the modern era. In contrast, rapprochement-based
exegesis is rooted in the praxis of the Prophet and the Imams and is evident in mod-
ern works like Muhammad Jawad Mughntyah’s al-Kashif, Mahmiid Shaltat’s Tafsir al-
Qur’an al-Kartm, and Muhammad Hadt Ma ‘rifat’s al-Tafsir al-Athart al-Jami®.

Despite this background, the theoretical relationship between these two approaches
remains underexplored. Key questions include the nature of their relationship, the levels
at which their similarities and differences manifest, and whether a coherent model of
"comparative-rapprochement-based exegesis" is conceptually viable or contradictory.
Addressing these questions is crucial in the contemporary context of heightened sectar-
ian dialogue.

While studies exist on comparative exegesis (e.g., ‘AskarT’s Trends in Comparative
Interpretation) and Islamic rapprochement (e.g., works by Sharaf al-Din, Taskhir1, and
Azarshab), rapprochement-based exegesis as a distinct hermeneutical approach and its
relationship with comparative method have received scant systematic attention. This
study therefore examines both approaches to determine whether their relationship is one
of compatibility or contradiction—a question vital for Qur’anic scholars and proponents
of Islamic unity.

Method

This qualitative study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on library con-
tent analysis. It compares comparative and rapprochement-based exegesis concerning
their exegetical status, objectives, foundations, methods, and potential pitfalls. The re-
search scope includes classical and modern exegetical works, theoretical studies, and
relevant scholarly articles, selected for their credibility and direct relevance.

Data were collected through systematic review of library resources and secondary
sources. Analysis focused on the core concepts, aims, theoretical bases, methodologies,
and challenges of both approaches, identifying their points of convergence and diver-
gence. Ethical considerations were upheld through academic integrity, precise citation,
and avoidance of biased source selection.

Results

Findings indicate that comparative exegesis is classified as a method or style, primari-
ly serving to analyze and evaluate differing interpretive opinions. Rapprochement-based
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exegesis, however, functions as an overarching orientation that informs the entire inter-
pretive process.

Regarding objectives, comparative exegesis aligns with rapprochement-based goals
when pursued with a unifying mindset but conflicts with it when driven by polemical
(jadali) or sectarian (madhhabi) motives. Conflict in theoretical foundations arises if
comparative analysis emphasizes sectarian bias or if rapprochement-based interpreta-
tion ignores genuine doctrinal differences. Methodologically, adherence to shared foun-
dations enables compatibility. A balanced rapprochement-based approach, employing
explanatory and clarificatory methods, can successfully integrate comparative analysis.

Both approaches are vulnerable to methodological flaws if not rigorously defined
and applied. The most effective model for minimizing pitfalls and serving Islamic rap-
prochement is a comparative exegesis guided by a rapprochement-based orientation.

Conclusions

This study concludes that "comparative-rapprochement-based exegesis" is not a con-
tradiction but a necessary and effective model for contemporary Qur’anic scholarship.
Employing either approach in isolation or extremism leads to deficiencies: comparative
exegesis without a rapprochement-based lens risks sectarian bias, while an extreme rap-
prochement-based approach may avoid critical engagement with disputed verses.

A balanced rapprochement-based approach—acknowledging differences while em-
phasizing common ground—allows comparative methodology to serve the goal of in-
tra-Islamic unity. This integrated model facilitates discerning sounder interpretations
without succumbing to prejudice or unscientific laxity, offering a rigorous framework
for scholarly exegesis that promotes harmony.
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