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Article Info ABSTRACT
Withlin th% cosmic czlrder, tw(o A[;r%found melt_aph sical r?)aliﬁies, %rsh (Arba_lbic:
Articl . ~#, lit: Throne) and Kurst (Arabic: 5] lit: Footstool), have been subjects
Rr 1 eE]AP;. I of extensive scﬁolarl discourse, among which Allamah Tabataba’i and the
csearch Articie mystical school of Ibn ‘Arabl stand out as central figures. These two
perspectives  share both commonalities and divergences in their
Article history: interpretations of the essence and nature of the Arsh and Kursi. Given that
Received 31 Jul the Qur’anic exegesis, mysticism ﬁ‘lr_fﬁn, Arabic: ot3,), and rational theolo
2024 Y (burhan, Arabic: o) are inherently interconnected, and considering that the

o ) interpretative framework of Arsh and Kurst in Ibn ‘Arabi’s mystical school
Received inrevised  appears to differ from the interpretation of Allamah Tabataba’i, it is
form 6 August 2024 necessary to undertake an inquiry into these perspectives. This article,
Accepted 6 therefore, aims to critically and ane%ytically examine and compare the
December 2024 metaphysical realities of the Arsh and KursT from the viewpoints of Allamah
Available online 18 1abataba’l and the mystical teachings of Ibn ‘Arabi, employing a
December 2024 descriptive-analytical and comparative methodolog?/. Allamah Tabataba’t

views the Arsh and KursT as a unified metaphysical reality, encompassing
Keywords: both general and specific aspects. He asserts that these realities are located
Arsh (Arabic: g, within the intellectual realm (‘alam al-‘aql, Arabic: H%&J! 4#), and they are
. B borne by carriers who uphold them both in this world and in the Hereafter
lit: Throne), Kurst (akhirah, Arabic: 3+7). The Arsh in this context is singular, both in its
(Arabic: s, lit: worldly and eschatological manifestations. Conversely, Ibn ‘Arab1’s mystical
tradition posits that the Arsh takes a circular form, originating in the world of
Footstool), Allamah  3)_“Alam al-Mithal (the World of Image, Arabic: s [JL?, and is distinct from
Tabataba’1, Ibn other forms of Arsh. The KursT, understood as the earthly paradise (Jannat al-
‘ Arabi, Mysticism Ard, Arabic: _z¥ 42), is situated within this specific Arsh. Furthermore, the
(Arabic: v.5) Arsh is carried by four beings, in contrast to the Arsh carried in the
s eschatological realm, which is borne by eight beings. The key findings of
Active Knowledge this article can be summarized as follows: 1. Arsh and KursT are two distinct
of God (Arabic: 4 metaphysical realities, each representing a different aspect of God’s active
' knowledge (‘ilm fa‘li, Arabic: Lled// FL‘). 2. The primary carriers of the Kurs1
are four beings, who are conceptually linked to the Arsh due to their
association with the Kursi. 3. According to specific traditions (riwayah,
Arabic: 44y), certain perfected human beings gl-inse‘m al-kamil, Arabic: JL%
4sT) may be regarded as carriers of the Arsh. 4. The attribution of the
Atlantean Sphere galak atlas, Arabic: ./ KB) and the Sphere of Spheres
(falak al-aflak, Arabic: 368 KU) to the Arsh, as described in the Ptolemaic
model of astronom{, is erroneous. 5. The Arsh is a singular metaphysical
reality with multiple attributes, including ‘azim (Arabic: ..&s, lit: great),
karTm (Arabic: £, lit: generous), and majid (Arabic: +#, lit: glorious), which
describe its essence, rather than its separate types. 6. Based on the apparent
meanings in the traditions, the Arsh in both the worldly and eschatological
realms 1s one and the same.
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of the Throne (Arsh) and the Footstool (Kursi) from the Perspectives of Allamah Tabataba’t and the
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